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VOICES 


Overcoming  Racial  Isolation 


By  Helen  Wong 

As  tne  11:13  lunch  bell  rings, 
hundreds  of  Boston  Latin  School  stu¬ 
dents  enter  the  school  cafeteria,  alone 
or  in  groups.  Although  the  students  may 
enter  the  cafeteria  in  mixed  groups, 
most  of  them  will  soon  be  sitting  with 
members  of  their  own  racial  group.  At 
Latin  School,  Asians  sit  with  Asians, 
whites  sit  with  whites,  and  blacks  sit  with 
blacks  or  Hispanics.  It  is  rare  to  see  a 
group  consisting  of  students  of  different 
racial  backgrounds  sitting  together  in 
the  cafeteria. 

Even  in  a  school  as  diverse  as  Boston 
Latin,  racial  segregation  still  exists.  As 
the  students  grow  older,  they  tend  to 
associate  more  with  students  of  their 
own  racial  background.  For  example,  in 
a  typical  physical  education  class,  where 
students  are  free  to  participate  in 
whatever  sport  they  want,  it  is  not  un¬ 
usual  to  see  black  students  playing  bas¬ 
ketball  with  other  black  students  and 
white  students  playing  with  white  stu¬ 


dents.  If  a  teacher  allows  the  students  to 
sit  wherever  they  want  in  the  classroom, 
small  clusters  of  students  of  the  same 
racial  background  will  sit  together.  In 
the  morning  and  after  school,  the  stu¬ 
dents  at  their  lockers  also  associate  with 
peers  of  the  same  racial  group.  All  of 
these  examples  of  racial  segregation  also 
exist  in  many  other  schools  across  the 
country.  It  is  not  a  shocking  thing  at  all. 

Although  racial  segregation  is  a  big 
problem,  perhaps  we  should  try  to  un¬ 
derstand  why  it  exists.  When  we  are 
young,  we  don’t  see  things  as  clearly  as 
we  do  when  we  are  older.  Life  is  pretty 
simple  and  there  aren’t  as  many 
problems.  As  we  grow  older,  however, 
we  start  to  question  things,  and  try  to 
develop  our  own  identities.  By  associat¬ 
ing  ourselves  with  people  who  are 
similar  to  us,  we  feel  that  we  belong  to  a ! 
group;  we  feel  we  can  actually  classify 
ourselves  and  find  a  place  where  we  feel 
comfortable. 

When  we  find  people  who  have  the 


same  interests  and  share  other 
similarities,  we  feel  a  special  bond  with 
them.  Racial  segregation  exists  so  much 
in  teenagers  probably  because  they  are 
at  a  point  where  they  are  starting  to  grow 
up  both  mentally  and  physically.  They 
feel  more  secure  and  safe  when  they 
hang  out  with  their  peers.  Perhaps  it’s 
because  they  speak  the  same  language, 
wear  the  same  clothes,  live  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  play  the  same  sports,  or 
go  to  the  same  parties. 

For  example,  a  non-Chinese  student 
would  probably  feel  left  out  and  ex¬ 
cluded  sitting  with  a  group  of  Chinese¬ 
speaking  students  who  are  discussing 
Chinese  movie  stars.  The  same  thing  is 
true  for  a  Chinese  student  sitting  with  a 
group  of  Spanish-speaking  students. 
Racial  segregation  may  not  be  right,  but 
there  are  understandable  reasons  for  its 
existence. 

Racial  segregation,  like  murder  and 
drug  abuse,  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  end 
completely.  But  it’s  also  not  an  impos¬ 


sible  thing  for  us  to  try  to  end.  When  two 
people  have  the  same  racial  back¬ 
ground,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  they’ll  get  along  with  each  other. 
Yes,  it  may  seem  hard  to  associate  with 
people  of  different  races  sometimes,  but 
we  will  never  know  what  we’re  missing  if 
we  don’t  give  it  a  chance.  Simply  try  to 
talk  to  that  person  -  it’s  that  easy.  You 
have  nothing  to  lose.  Who  knows?  The 
person  we  thought  we  had  nothing  in 
common  with  may  turn  out  to  be  our 
best  friend.  In  order  to  stop  prejudice 
and  racism,  we  first  need  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  racial  segregation,  because 
that’s  the  starting  point  for  prejudice 
and  racism.  The  little  steps  that  we  take 
today  may  lead  to  major  changes  in  the 
future. 

( Helen  Wong  is  a  ninth-grade  student 
at  Boston  Latin  School. ) 

(Contribute  to  Voices  with  an  article, 
essay,  or  opinion.  Send  articles  to  Sam¬ 
pan,  90  Tyler  St.,  Boston  MA  02111.) 


NEWTON-NEW  TO 
MARKET!  OPEN 
HOUSE  SUN  1-2:30 

32  Baldpate  Hill  Rd.  Fabulous 
50’s  Contemporary!  Awaiting 
Decorator’s  Touch!  Great  space 
and  views  of  Boston’s  skyline. 
Come  visit  this  elite  south  Newton 
location.  60  foot  surging  pines 
encloses  this  secluded  property. 
Asking  $599,000  244-5865 


SAmerican  DreamS 
New  International 
Marketing  Co.  looking 
for  hardworking, 
entrepreneur-minded 
individuals  to  help  with 
N.  East  expansion. 

No.  exper.  Nec. 
Call:  603-335-7207 


Custom  Designers 
701  Moody  St.,  Waltham 
For  APPOINTMENT  CALL  ' 

891-9876 

Dennis  M.  Deveney 
Cemetery  Lettering 


Licensed  PTs  and  OTs 

Full/part  Lime  positions  in  Early 
Intervention  Program  to  provide  home 
visits,  team  developmental  assessments, 
child  groups,  clinical  supervision  and  staff 
training.  Pediatric  expertise  required. 
Bilingual/bicultural  Spanish  or  Haitian 
Creole,  a  plus. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries  and  excel¬ 
lent  benefits.  Send  resume  by  May  24,  to: 

Tri-City  Child  Development  Center,  H.R. 
Dept.,  10  Cabot  Road,  Medlord,  MA 
02155.  AA/EOE. 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments — and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments — well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick... 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street. 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(508)  470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street,  Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(508)  927-2055 
Tozer  Rd. ,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS 

(617)  472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery ,  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 
(617)  871-3049 

Legion  Drive.  Hanover 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(617) 545-2233 

65  North  River  Road.  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 
(617)  749-8677 
86  Central  Street.  Hingham 

McNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)  783-5490 

210  Everett  Street.  Allsfon 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 
(508(872-6393 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
I  Canton  Road.  Quincy 

R1VERVIEW  COMMONS 
(508)  685-0552 
Bulfinch  Drive.  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(617)  233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 

COMMONS 

(508)845-1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 
(617)  331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way.  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 
(508)  852-0060 
161  W.  Mountain  Street, 
Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 

WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST  (617)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street  #21 . 
Weymouth 

Equal 
Housing 
Opportunity 

&  £3 


Open  Daily 
No  pets  please 


CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT 

COMHINY 


The  Cooperatives  of 
CharlesNewtown  Housing 

10  Old  Ironsides  Way 
Charlestown,  MA  02129 
(617)  242-0808 

CharlesNewtown  is  currently  accepting  applications  for 
placement  on  the  1,  2,  3,  &  4  bedroom  waiting  list.  All 
applications  will  be  considered  on  a  nondiscriminatory 
basis  and  in  accordance  with  HUD's  guidelines 
concerning  federal  preferences,  as  defined  by  HUD. 
Applications  are  available  Monday  -  Friday  between  the 
hours  of  9:00  a.m.  - 12:00  p.m.  and  1:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 


The  Cooperatives  of  CharlesNewtown  and  Winn 
Management  Co.  Inc.  adhere  to  the  principle  of  equal 
housing  opportunity  and  do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  handicap,  national  origin  or 
familial  status  in  this  rental  of  dwellings. 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 

£3 

EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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INTERVIEW 


Harvard  Professor 
Tu  Weiming 

The  Revival  of  Confucian  Humanism 


Prof.  Tu  Weiming  at  the  Harvard  Yenching  Institute. 


When  Harvard  Professor  Tu  Weim¬ 
ing  came  to  the  US  to  study  in  the  1960s, 
he  made  a  vow  to  remain  open  to  what 
the  Western  tradition  had  to  offer.  As  a 
student  of  East  Asian  history, 
philosophy,  and  language,  he  also  had 
an  obvious  fascination  with  his  own  East 
Asian  tradition.  In  a  way,  his  scholarly 
work  today  involves  finding  a  place  for 
both  in  the  modern  world. 

A  professor  of  Chinese  history  and 
philosophy  at  Harvard  University  and 
the  director  of  the  Harvard  Yenching 
Institute,  Tu’s  special  area  of  study  has 
been  Chinese  intellectual  history  with 
an  emphasis  on  the  Confucian  tradition 
and  the  modern  transformations  of 
"Confucian  humanism." 

Confucianism 
And  Character 

In  discussing  the  place  of  Con¬ 
fucianism  in  the  modern  world,  Tu 
points  to  the  revitalized  economies  of 
China,  Taiwan,  Hong  Kong  and  other 
Asian  countries  under  the  influence  of 
Confucian  thinking  -  a  philosophy  with 
roots  in  the  teachings  of  the  sixth  cen¬ 
tury  B.C.  philosopher  Confucius. 

In  explaining  what  distinguishes 
Confucian  thinking  from  some  of  the 
guiding  ideas  of  American  life,  Tu  notes 
that  Confucian  thought  locates  the  "self 
as  "the  center  of  relationship  rather  than 
as  an  isolated  individual."  Confucianism 
emphasizes  the  relationship  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  to  the  family,  the  family  to 
society,  the  society  to  the  world,  and  the 
world  to  "heaven."  "By  being  a  respon¬ 
sive  member  of  the  family  you  transcend 
selfishness,"  Tu  says..  It’s  a  philosophy 
that  emphasizes  interconnectedness 
and  unity. 

At  the  root  of  Confucian  thinking  is . 
the  concept  of  self-cultivation  or  "learn¬ 
ing  to  be  human,"  says  Tu.  The  building 
of  the  character  as  a  means  of  taking 
one’s  part  in  the  life  of  the  family  and 
ultimately  the  larger  society  is  at  the 
heart  of  Confucian  thinking.  The 
highest  ideal  is  a  unity  between  the  way 
of  humanity  and  the  way  of  "heaven," 
though  heaven  in  the  Confucian  sense 
isn’t  an  all-powerful  transcendent  state 
as  it  is  in  the  Western  tradition. 
"Through  self  realization  we  can  help 
heaven  to  realize  itself,"  Tu  explains. 

Taking  Politics 
Out  of  Confucianism 

Tu  notes  that  it’s  important  to  distin¬ 
guish  clearly  between  Confucianism  as  a 
political  ideology  and  Confucianism  as 
a  way  of  life.  In  Asian  societies,  Con¬ 
fucianism  has  often  been  used  politically 
"for  the  sake  of  ideological  control."  The 
earlier  use  of  Confucian  thought  in  this 
way  has  led  many  liberal  Western 
thinkers  to  reject  it,  arguing  that  it  leads 
to  authoritarian  rule  because  of  its  em¬ 


phasis  on  obedience  to  a  higher  power, 
whether  that  power  be  the  father,  the 
husband,  or  the  ruler.  "I  would  say  Con¬ 
fucianism  as  a  political  idea  has  lost 
much  of  its  persuasive  power,"  says  Tu, 
who  adds  that  democracy  is  now  a  more 
persuasive  political  ideology  in  today’s 
international  world. 

But,  adds  Tu,  "this  is  only  part  of  the 
story."  As  an  intellectual  approach  to 
living  Confucianism  still  has  much  per¬ 
suasive  power.  The  development  of 
character  was  always  viewed  as  a  step 
toward  the  attainment  of  higher  social 
goals.  Intellectuals  under  the  sway  of 
Confucianism  in  Asia  "wanted  to  com¬ 
mit  themselves  to  the  well  being  of  the 
world...They  wanted  to  transform  the 
world  from  within,"  he  explains.  This 
social  concern,  he  notes,  was  evident 
when  Chinese  students  demonstrated 
against  political  corruption  in  1989. 
Such  an  attitude  isn’t  meant  to  be  self 
interested  but  is  ideally  focused  more  on 
a  higher  social  goal. 

A  Revival  in  Asia 

Tu  points  out  that  Confucian  ideas  of 
the  family  and  personal  cultivation 
"continue  to  be  a  source  of  inspiration 
for  the  Asian  intellectual"  and  provide 
an  "alternative  to  modernity."  Under 
such  a  system  of  thought,  sympathy  for 
others  is  as  important  as  rationality, 
rights  are  balanced  by  duty,  and  law  is 
balanced  by  ritual.  At  the  same  time,  Tu 


cautions  that  Asian  intellectuals  should 
approach  carefully  the  revival  of  Con¬ 
fucian  ideas  to  ensure  they  are  not 
misused  as  a  new  political  ideology. 

Tu  believes  that  Confucian  thought 
has  much  to  contribute  to  the  US  and  to 
the  West,  though  he  points  out  that 
American  intellectuals  in  general  are 
reluctant  to  recognize  and  embrace  it. 
He  suggests  that  some  Confucian  ideas 
could  serve  as  a  counterweight  to  the 
"excessive  individualism,  aggressive 
competition,  and  litigiousness"  that 
sometimes  characterize  modern 
American  life. 

A  Changing  World 

Although  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan,  Sin¬ 
gapore,  and  Japan  have  been  deeply  in¬ 
fluenced  by  Western  capitalism,  those 
societies  remain  strikingly  different 
from  those  of  the  West.  Although  some 
East  Asian  societies  continue  to  retain 
aspects  of  authoritarianism,  they  have 
also  developed  a  "network  capitalism" 
that  tends  to  hold  in  check  the  excesses 
of  individualism  and  litigiousness.  In 
many  Asian  countries,  disputes  are 
often  settled  without  recourse  to  time- 
consuming  and  resource-draining  legal 
actions. 

Tu  worries  that  America  isn’t  taking 
seriously  enough  the  changes  taking 
place  in  the  world  today,  particularly  in 
Asia.  American  intellectuals,  he  says, 
remind  him  of  the  Chinese  mandarins  of 


the  19th  century,  who  continued  to 
believe  China  was  at  the  center  of  the 
world  despite  its  diminishing  power.  "I 
think  we  are  going  to  pay  a  very  dear 
price,"  he  says.  And  while  US 
dominance  may  last  a  while  longer,  he 
believes  the  global  world  of  the  future  is 
likely  to  be  a  pluralistic  one  in  which  the 
relationship  between  the  US  and  other 
countries  will  be  as  "one  among  equals." 

After  the  Second  World  War,  the 
American  economy  accounted  for  per¬ 
haps  75  percent  of  global  production; 
today  it  produces  about  18  percent.  Tu 
suggests  that  some  of  the  Confucian 
ideas  of  social  networking  have  made 
East  Asian  economies  globally  competi¬ 
tive  and  contributed  to  their  success. 
America,  he  argues,  must  change  to 
adapt  to  this  changing  world. 

"It  has  to  move  away  from  a  kind  of 
rugged  individualism,  an  aggressive  in¬ 
dividualism,"  he  says.  It  would  also  be 
beneficial  to  rein  in  its  litigious  culture. 
The  large  number  of  lawyers  working  in 
the  US  today  tends  to  lead  to  more 
squabbling  than  problem  solving.  He  es¬ 
timates  that  in  America  there  may  be 
one  engineer  for  every  lawyer,  compared 
to  perhaps  10  engineers  to  every  lawyer 
in  an  Asian  country. 

A  Communitarian 
Approach 

Tu  suggests  that  Americans  should 
conside  taking  a  more  communitarian 
approach  to  solving  social  problem.  He 
argues  that  greater  emphasis  should  be 
placed  on  the  idea  that  "in  order  to  es¬ 
tablish  myself  I  have  to  help  others."  Tu 
suggests  that  more  emphasis  should  be 
placed  on  self  cultivation  as  a  means 
toward  the  social  good.  The  implication 
is  that  individualism  carried  to  an  ex¬ 
treme  tends  toward  social  breakdown. 

Tu  believes  that  the  East  Asian  em¬ 
phasis  on  self-cultivation  represents  a 
meaningful  contribution  to  American 
life.  He  suggests  that  the  American  em¬ 
phasis  on  self-reliance  and  inde¬ 
pendence  must  be  balanced  by  a  sense  of 
concern  for  the  well  being  of  the  larger 
society.  At  the  same  time,  he  believes 
that  Confucian  ideas  can  actually 
flourish  best  in  a  free  society  like  this 
one. 

Aware  of  some  of  the  issues  facing 
parents  when  American  and  Chinese 
values  appear  to  clash,  Tu  notes  that 
raising  a  child  and  developing  a  family 
culture  should  be  viewed  as  a  long-term 
process  in  which  emphasis  is  placed  on 
developing  the  whole  person.  Many 
Chinese  Americans,  he  says,  pursued 
careers  in  engineering  because  they 
believed  it  would  offer  immediate 
results.  Now  many  are  pursuing  law 
careers,  he  says.  But  pursuing  a  narrow 
range  of  careers,  he  argues,  has  draw¬ 
backs.  "The  Chinese  Americans  do  hot 
have  enough  of  a  cultural  voice"  in  the 
US,  he  says. 

Tu  was  born  in  Kunming,  China, 
grew  up  in  Taiwan,  and  came  to  the  US 
to  study  at  Harvard  in  the  1960s.  Prior 
to  1981,  he  taught  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley.  Tu,  who  has  pub¬ 
lished  books  and  articles  in  English  and 
Chinese,  has  also  lectured  in  China, 
Taiwan,  and  France. 

-Robert  O’Malley 


WELLESLEY. 

Beautiful  Col  w/8  tastefully 
decorated  rooms.  2-1/2  bths., 
family  room  &  library. 
Wonderful  gourmet  kit. 
$479,000.  Call  Donna  Scott. 

HUNNEMAN  &  COMPANY 
COLDWELL  BANKER 
237-9090/237-7110 


brRuo 


Consumer  Service 
Representatives 

Braun,  Inc.’s  headquarters,  located  in  Lynnfield, 
Massachusetts,  has  openings  in  our  high  volume  call 
center  for  Consumer  Service 
Representatives.  Responsibilities 
include  investigating,  analyzing 
and  resolving  consumer  issues 
primarily  relating  to  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  shaving  products, 
beverage  products,  and  oral  care 
products.  The  selected  individual 
must  possess  excellent  communi¬ 
cation  skills,  both  orally  and  in  writing,  and  have  strong 
interpersonal  and  negotiating  skills.  Well  developed 
analytical  and  problem  solving  skills  are  also  essential. 

Qualified  candidates  must  possess  a  Bachelor’s  degree 
and  three  to  five  years  of  directly  related  experience  in 
an  automated  consumer  service  environment. 

Braun  offers  competitive  salaries  and  an  outstanding 
benefits  package.  Interested  candidates  should  send 
their  resumes  to:  Eileen  Bornemann,  Human 
Resources  Representative,  The  Gillette  Company, 
Prudential  Tower  Building,  Boston,  MA  02199. 

No  phone  calls  please. 

No  agencies  before  May  24. 

We  are  an  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Employer.  We 
do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  religion,  color, 
sex,  age,  national  origin,  disability  or  sexual  orientation. 


JOIN  THE  TEAM  THAT  IS  CHANGING 
PUBLIC  PROCUREMENT!! 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Procurement  and  General  Services  is  seeking  highly 
motivated,  self  directed,  experienced  procurement 
professionals  and  support  staff  to  become  part  of  a 
dynamic  public  purchasing  organization.  We  are  hiring 
individuals  to  serve  as  Team  Leaders,  Quality  Assurance 
Staff,  and  A  Director  of  Outreach  and  Assistance. 

Forward  cover  letter,  resume,  and  writing  sample  no  later 
than  May  23,  1996  to: 

Director  of  Administration 
Department  of  Procurement  and  General  Services 
1  Ashburton  Place,  Room  1017 
Boston,  MA  02108-1552 

Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action  Employer 
Minority  and  Women  Applicants  are  Encouraged  to  Apply 
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Asians,  including  Asian  access  to  com¬ 
munity  services  and  hate  crime. 

Cheng  said  he  felt  the  need  to  create 
the  Coalition  after  attending  a  city 
health  event  at  which  he  and  his  wife 
were  the  only  Asians  present.  "1  was  a 
little  unhappy  seeing  so  few  Asians," 
says  Cheng,  who  now  hosts  a  Malden 
cable  access  segment  addressing  Asian 
concerns. 

In  founding  the  Coalition,  Cheng 
joined  forces  with  Jeong,  who  had  been 
the  vice-chairperson  of  the  Malden 
Human  Rights  Commission.  Jeong’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  community  affairs  was 
sparked  by  an  incident  in  which  an  Asian 
family  was  being  harassed  by  local 
teenagers,  who  had  vandalized  their 
property.  Jeong  brought  the  issue  to  the 
attention  of  then-Mayor  James  Conway. 

"Our  goal  was  really  more  proactive," 
says  Jeong  of  the  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission.  Though  there  had  been  com¬ 
plaints  filed  with  the  Commission,  she 
said  much  of  the  Commission’s  work 
involved  letting  the  public  know  that 
racial  harassment  in  the  city  was  unac¬ 
ceptable. 

And  while  the  number  of  complaints 
has  not  been  high,  Jeong  believes  many 
people  -  especially  the  "old  timers"  -  still 
feel  uncomfortable  with  the  changing 
character  of  the  city.  One  problem  is 
that  people  are  often  insensitive  to  resi¬ 
dents  whose  backgrounds  and  cultures 
differ  from  their  own.  This  has  become 
especially  pronounced  in  the  current 
anti-immigrant  political  climate  sweep¬ 
ing  the  country.  "It  has  definitely  been 
manifested  in  subtle  and  not-  so-subtle 
ways  in  Malden,"  she  said. 

"Change  is  very  scary  to  folks,"  said 
Jeong,  who  believes  some  residents  may 
be  disturbed  when  they  realize  that 
"Asians  aren’t  necessarily  going  to  go 
bowling  with  you."  "On  the  other  hand," 
she  added,  "people  can  be  very  open  and 
helpful." 

In  observing  life  in  his  neighborhood, 
Cheng  noted  that  children  of  different 
races  often  play  together  and  that  neigh¬ 
bors  generally  say  hello  to  each  other. 
But  Cheng  believes  that  Americans  in 
general  are  often  too  busy  to  develop 
strong  connections  with  their  neigh¬ 
bors,  regardless  of  their  race.  Moreover, 
he  and  others  suggest  that  Asians  tend 
to  leave  Malden  for  work  and  social  ac¬ 
tivities,  with  many  continuing  to  seek 
important  services  in  Chinatown. 

Cheng  believes  that  both  Asians  and 
non-Asians  need  to  make  adjustments 
when  they  live  side  by  side  in  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  "We  (Asians)  have  to  start  from 
ourselves,"  he  said,  adding  that  it’s  im¬ 
portant  to  make  an  effort  to  know  more 
about  the  language  and  culture  of  the 
new  environment.  That  way,  he  said, 
"people  feel  we’re  part  of  the  com- 
munity...That  is  the  most  useful  way  to 
do  it."  Asians,  he  continued,  need  to 
"make  known  our  intentions  that  we’d 
like  to  participate  in  the  community." 
On  the  other  hand,  he  added,  non- 


Text  and  Photos  by  Robert  O’Malley 

When  Diana  Jeong  was  growing  up  in 
Malden  during  the  1960s,  there  were 
only  four  or  five  Asian  families  living  in 
the  entire  city.  Jeong’s  father  operated  a 
restaurant  and  several  of  the  other 
families  operated  laundries.  "When  I 
was  in  grammar  school  my  brother  and 
I  were  the  only  Asians  in  the  school," 
said  Jeong,  a  founder  of  the  Malden 
Asian  Pacific  American  Coalition. 

But  the  Malden  Jeong  knew  as  a  child 
-  a  largely  middle  class  white  city  with 
both  blue  and  white  collar  workers  -  has 
gradually  been  changing.  Over  the  last 
decade  and  a  half,  Asians,  Haitians, 
Russians,  Hispanics,  and  African 
Americans  have  been  moving  to  Mal¬ 
den,  making  it  a  genuinely  multicultural 
city.  Once  the  home  of  a  largely  Irish, 
Italian,  Jewish,  and  Anglo-Protestant 
population,  Malden  now  has  an  Asian 
population  that  could  eventually  rival  in 
size  that  of  Quincy,  which  has  one  of  the 
area’s  largest  Asian  communities. 

Marianne  Geula,  community  out¬ 
reach  coordinator  for  the  City  of  Mal¬ 
den,  said  1990  U.S.  Census  data  put  the 
city’s  minority  population  at  12  percent, 
with  Asians  making  up  5.2  percent  of 
total  city  residents.  In  1989,  Asian 
children  made  up  6.8  percent  of  the 
city’s  school  population,  while  in  the  fall 
of  1995  they  made  up  15.8  percent.  One 
estimate  has  the  Asian  population  - 
which  has  grown  significantly  since  the 
1990  census  -  at  between  6,000  and 
10,000  of  the  city’s  estimated  55,000 
residents. 

Geula  said  "the  entire  minority  com- 
munity  in  Malden  has  increased 
dramatically"  in  recent  years,  with  the 
rise  in  the  Asian  population  being  espe¬ 
cially  apparent.  The  growth  in  the  Asian 
population  -  made  up  largely  of  Chinese 

and  Vietnamese  -  began  in  the  late 
1970s,  increased  during  the  1980s,  and 
took  off  in  the  1990s. 

Between  1980  and  1990  there  was  a 
240  percent  growth  in  the  Asian  popula¬ 
tion,  which  comes  from  China,  Hong 
Kong,  Taiwan,  Vietnam  and  other 
Asian  countries.  While  some  Asians 
moved  to  Malden  when  they  first  arrived 
in  the  US,  others  lived  in  the  Boston 
area  -  many  in  Chinatown  -  before  pur¬ 
chasing  homes  in  Malden.  There  are 
also  more  American-born  Asians  living 
in  the  city  now,  according  to  one  resi¬ 
dent. 

Asians  have  been  drawn  to  Malden’s 
convenient  location  on  the  Orange 
Line,  which  has  T  stations  at  Malden 
Center  and  Oak  Grove,  and  to  the  city’s 
reasonable  real  estate  prices  and  quiet 
neighborhoods.  Many  of  Malden’s 
Asians  have  purchased  homes  in  the 
city,  though  a  significant  number  rent 
apartments. 

Adapting  to  Change 

When  Asians  moved  into  Quincy  in 


Huong  Tran  with  her  daughter  in  her  newly  opened  manicure  shop  near  Malden  Center. 

Malden’s  Growing 
Asian  Community 


large  numbers  in  the  1980s,  many  inci¬ 
dents  of  racial  harassment  on  neighbor¬ 
hood  streets  were  reported.  In  Malden, 
however,  the  arrival  of  Asians  appears 
to  have  gone  more  smoothly.  While  in¬ 
cidents  of  harassment  have  been 
reported,  they  do  not  appear  to  be 
widespread.  Geula  noted  that  while 
some  prejudice  undoubtedly  exists  and 
some  people  may  be  unsettled  by  the 
city’s  changing  face  and  character,  she 
believes  the  overall  racial  climate  in  the 
city  is  good. 

Geula  said  reactions  to  the  city’s  new 
minority  population  vary  widely:  some 
residents  put  their  houses  up  for  sale; 
others  embrace  the  changes.  "It  has 

definitely  added  vitality  to  the  city, 
through  new  businesses,  the  purchase  of 
houses,  and  the  involvement  of  children 
in  the  public  school  system,"  she  said. 


Organizing  the 
Asian  Community 

Although  Malden’s  growing  Asian 
population  may  soon  rival  that  of  Quin¬ 
cy,  the  city’s  Asians  have  been  slow  to 
develop  Asian  community  organiza¬ 
tions  and  leaders.  Only  recently  has  that 
started  to  change. 

About  a  year  ago,  Jeong  and  Richard 
Cheng  co-founded  the  Malden  Asian 
Pacific  American  Coalition.  "I  do  feel 
Asians  settling  in  Malden  need  to  have 
a  more  collective  voice,"  said  Cheng,  a 
psychotherapist  and  counselor  with  of¬ 
fices  in  Malden  and  Quincy.  The  goal  of 
the  organization,  he  said,  is  to  share  in¬ 
formation  and  address  issues  of  concern 
to  the  Asian  community.  Last  year, 
members  of  the  coalition  attended  a 
forum  for  mayoral  candidates  at  which 
thev  brought  up  issues  of  concern  to 


James  Di  enjoying  a  sping  afternoon  outside  Malden  's  Government  Center. 


Morning  at  a  coffee  shop  in  Malden  Center. 
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Asians  also  need  to  adapt  to  the  chan¬ 
ges.  "I  think  people  need  to  learn.  It’s 
not  just  Asians." 

The  Chinese  Church 

While  the  Wollaston  Lutheran 
Church  became  an  important  meeting 
place  for  Quincy’s  Asian  community  ac¬ 
tivists,  the  Chinese  Christian  Church  of 
Grace  is  playing  a  similar  role  in  Mal¬ 
den.  Once  a  month  the  Asian  Pacific 
American  Coalition  meets  there.  The 
small  Mennonite  church  also  has  a  num¬ 
ber  of  programs  for  the  city’s  Asian  com- 
munity,  including  an  after-school 
tutoring  and  Chinese-language  program 
for  children. 

Pastor  Paul  Cheung,  who  is  originally 
from  Hong  Kong,  said  between  60  and 
70  people  belong  to  the  church.  Rev. 
Cheung  said  he  has  baptized  about  30 
people  since  the  church  opened  about 
three  years  ago.  While  a  substantial 
number  of  Malden  Asians  now  attend 
his  church,  many  continue  to  travel  to 
churches  in  Chinatown,  Quincy,  and 
Lexington  for  services. 

As  the  after-school  program  winds  to 
a  close  with  the  singing  of  a  Chinese 
song,  parents  arrive  to  pick  up  their 
children.  One  Malden  resident  has 
come  to  the  church  to  pick  up  her  two 
daughters.  She  notes  that  her  parents 
and  brothers  also  live  in  the  city,  though 
in  separate  houses.  Before  she  moved  to 
Malden  in  1989,  she  had  lived  in 
Chinatown  for  eight  or  nine  years,  she 
said. 

The  Schools 

The  changing  population  of  Malden 
is  perhaps  most  visible  in  the  schools, 
where  a  large  number  of  the  students  are 
Asian.  "I  think  it  (Malden)  really  started 
changing  in  the  last  five  years,"  said  Katy 
Kwong,  a  bilingual  teacher  and  coun¬ 
selor  at  Malden  High  School  for  the  last 
10  years.  Many  Asians  now  arriving  in 
Malden  are  not  recent  immigrants  but 
have  moved  to  the  city  from  other  cities 
and  towns.  Among  them  are  more 
professionals  and  more  children  who 
have  grown  up  in  the  US.  There  are  also 
more  Chinese  immigrants  from  Fujien 
Province  and  more  Asian  Indians  in  the 
school.  Kwong  said  the  city  also  has  a 
substantial  number  of  immigrant 
families  with  fathers  working  in  res¬ 
taurants  and  mothers  employed  by 
hotels  and  factories. 

A  graduate  of  Malden  High  School, 
Kwong  was  the  only  bilingual  teacher  in 
the  city’s  school  system  when  she  was 
first  hired  as  a  teacher.  Now  there  are 
three  Chinese  bilingual  teachers  and 
two  Vietnamese  bilingual  teachers. 

About  25  percent  of  Malden  High’s 
1,200  students  are  minorities.  The 
changing  student  population  has  had  a 
major  impact  on  the  school.  While 
Kwong  said  there  have  not  been  any 
major  conflicts  among  students  from 


different  backgrounds,  she  believes 
"there  are  a  lot  of  communication  dif¬ 
ficulties."  At  lunchtime  most  students 
tend  to  eat  with  members  of  their  own 
race  -  a  situation  that  exists  in  many  area 
schools. 

Kwong  said  that  when  she  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Malden  High  in  the  late  1970s, 
there  were  just  a  few  Asian  students  and 
they  generally  did  well  academically.  "It 
was  okay,"  she  said.  "We  were  really  ac¬ 
cepted." 

"But  now  there  are  so  many  (Asian 
students),"  she  says,  adding  that  some¬ 
times  half  the  students  in  a  class  are 
Asian.  Moreover,  the  changes  have 
taken  place  over  a  relatively  short 
period.  "It  has  not  been  a  very  natural 
kind  of  change,"  she  said. 

Kwong  believes  the  Asian  students 
are  making  the  high  school  more  com¬ 
petitive.  White  students  now  are  some¬ 
times  afraid  to  take  chemistry  or  math 
classes  with  Asian  students  because  they 
worry  they  can’t  compete  with  them. 
"The  math  classes  are  getting  tougher," 
she  said. 

The  school’s  multiracial  student  body 
also  requires  teachers  to  be  more  careful 
about  how  they  speak  in  class.  Today’s 
students  are  willing  to  complain  if  they 
feel  a  teacher  has  insulted  their  racial  or 
ethnic  group.  Some  teachers  welcome 
the  changes,  but  others  have  had  dif¬ 
ficulty  adapting  to  the  school’s  multicul¬ 
tural  population.  "They  don’t  know 
how,"  she  says.  "They  don’t  have  the  skill 
to  do  it." 

In  addition  to  its  size,  Kwong  has 
observed  other  changes  in  the  school’s 
Asian  population.  She  finds  that  some 
of  the  Asian  kids  born  here  are  "just  like 
a  typical  American  kid"  and  have  similar 
problems.  While  about  half  of  the  Asian 
students  do  well  academically,  the  other 
half  experiences  more  difficulties. 

Kwong  said  she  has  also  begun  to  see 
a  fair  number  of  Asian  kids  who  are 
getting  into  trouble.  She  has  seen  more 
runaways  among  the  girls,  who  may  dis¬ 
appear  from  home  for  a  month.  "Now  we 
have  a  lot  of  kids  who  skip  school  all  the 
time,"  she  added. 

The  parents  of  some  of  the  students 
often  have  a  poor  understanding  of  the 
educational  system  and  are  afraid  to  in¬ 
teract  with  it,  viewing  it  as  a  form  of 
authority.  "So  they  never  even  try  to 
communicate,"  she  said.  Moreover, 
many  parents  work  long  hours  and  are 
unable  to  read  the  changes  in  their 
American-born  children.  "There  are 
clues  and  I  don’t  think  they  pick  up  the 
clues,"  she  said. 

"I’m  just  shocked  myself,"  she  said, 
referring  to  some  of  the  changes  she’s 
seeing  in  the  Asian  student  population. 
Now  she  sees  parents  who  are  afraid  of 
their  own  children.  "The  kids  are  very 
smart  now  and  that’s  really  the  change," 
she  said. 

"Kids  are  given  too  much  power  in 
the  family  because  they’re  the  ones  who 
speak  English,"  she  continued.  Five 
years  ago  she  said  she  didn’t  generally 


worry  about  the  Asian  kids,  but  now  she 
does.  "The  kids  before  respected 
authority  figures  more,"  she  said. 

Two  years  ago  police  cracked  down 
on  a  Vietnamese  gang  in  Malden  after  a 
youth  was  shot  at  a  party.  Some  extor¬ 
tion  of  Asian  businesses  was  also  ap¬ 
parently  taking  place.  While  some 
students  may  be  involved  in  youth  gangs, 
they  tend  to  be  associated  with  groups 
outside  of  Malden,  in  places  such  as 
Brighton  or  Dorchester. 

Kwong  believes  that  overall 
"Malden’s  pretty  good.  Now  we’ve  been 
here  for  quite  some  time,  so  I  think 
they’re  a  little  more  used  to  seeing  us 
around." 

Making  Ends  Meet 

James  Di  sits  on  a  bench  to  rest  and 
enjoy  a  warm  spring  afternoon  outside 
Malden’s  Government  Center.  A  part- 
time  English  teacher  in  Chinatown  and 
a  former  professor  of  Russian  and 
English  in  China,  Di  and  his  wife  rent  an 
apartment  in  the  Oak  Grove  section  of 
Malden  for  $635  a  month  ($650  when  a 
rent  rise  goes  into  effect).  "It’s  a  very 
quiet  place,"  he  says  of  Malden.  "The 
environment  is  good  and  it’s  con¬ 
venient." 

Di  and  his  wife  moved  to  Malden 
from  Boston.  Di  said  he  and  his  wife  are 
having  a  hard  time  making  ends  meet 
and  must  now  rely  on  their  children  for 
help.  They  came  to  the  US  a  decade  ago 
and  have  worked  hard  and  paid  taxes 
since  their  arrival  here.  Recently  Di’s 
wife  lost  her  job,  so  they  must  now  live 
on  their  combined  part-time  earnings 
and  on  the  Supplemental  Security  In¬ 
come  (SSI)  he  has  just  started  to  receive. 

To  ease  his  financial  situation,  Di,  66, 
hopes  to  be  assigned  an  apartment  in  a 
subsidized  elderly  housing  complex 
scheduled  to  open  soon  in  Malden. 
"Both  my  wife  and  I  have  been  working 
very  hard  to  pay  taxes,"  says  Di,  who  is  a 
little  upset  by  what  he  views  as  abuses  by 
some  immigrants  of  the  social  service 
system.  Di  questions  how  people  who 
have  never  worked  or  paid  taxes  in  the 
US  can  receive  SSI  and  live  in  govern¬ 
ment-subsidized  housing,  while  others 
who  work  must  struggle  to  keep  up  with 
the  rising  rents  of  market-rate  housing. 
"I  think  there  is  something  wrong  with 
this,"  he  said. 

Starting  a  Business 

For  many  Asian  immigrants  the  key 
to  financial  stability  involves  starting 
their  own  business.  One  such 
entrepreneur  in  Malden  is  Hueng  Tran, 
who  operates  a  small  storefront 
manicure  shop  near  Malden  Center.  It’s 
midday  and  the  nail  shop  is  empty  except 
for  Tran  and  her  daughter.  Tran  said  she 
opened  Nancy  Nails  a  couple  of  months 
ago.  Though  business  is  a  little  slow 
today,  she  appears  confident  that  it  will 
eventually  pick  up  once  customers  get  to 
know  her.  "You  have  to  be  patient,"  she 
said. 


Like  many  Vietnamese  immigrants, 
Tran  opened  the  shop  because  she 
believed  it  would  provide  her  with  a 
stable  living.  To  become  a  manicurist, 
she  went  to  school  for  a  month  and 
worked  for  another  nail  shop  for  a  about 
two  months.  "The  nails  are  very  easy  to 
learn,"  she  said.  "It’s  a  very  easy  job  and 
it  makes  good  money." 

Health  and 
Elderly  Services 

In  an  effort  to  address  a  growing  need 
in  Malden  for  physicians  who  can  speak 
Chinese,  Malden  Hospital  recruited  Dr. 
Y.  K.  Matthew  Siu  of  Family  Health 
Care  Associates.  Though  only  about  10 
percent  of  his  patients  are  Asian  now, 
Siu  said  that  "this  year  I  can  see  it’s 
building  up  a  little  bit  more.  It  takes 
time  for  the  practice  to  build  up." 

Siu  said  that  about  half  of  the  Asian 
patients  have  no  health  insurance.  Many 
of  the  uninsured  have  their  own  busi¬ 
nesses,  work  for  Chinese  restaurants, 
which  don’t  provide  insurance,  or  are 
illegal. 

While  most  Chinese  continue  to 
travel  to  Boston  for  services,  he  said  it’s 
important  for  them  to  have  options.  "I 
think  it’s  more  important  to  offer  them 
(Asians)  a  choice,"  says  Siu,  who  is 
originally  from  Hong  Kong.  Siu  believes 
it’s  better  to  have  health  services  close 
to  where  you  live,  if  it’s  possible. 

For  services  many  Chinese  continue 
to  go  the  South  Cove  Community 
Health  Center  in  Chinatown  and  the 
two  hospitals  associated  with  it  -  the 
New  England  Medical  Center  and  Beth 
Israel  Hospital.  The  patients  are  drawn 
to  South  Cove  essentially  because  of  the 
language  and  cultural  services  it  offers 
Asian  patients. 

Though  Malden  Hospital  plans  to 
have  a  part-time  Chinese  interpreter 
working  soon,  the  hospital  currently 
uses  an  A.T.&  T.  telephone  interpreter 
service  to  treat  Asian  patients.  "Malden 
Hospital  sees  the  need  and  is  trying  to 
do  its  best  to  adapt,"  he  said. 

To  address  the  needs  of  Malden’s 
Asian  elderly,  the  Greater  Boston 
Chinese  Golden  Age  Center  is  develop¬ 
ing  programs  in  conjunction  with  Mal¬ 
den  providers.  Every  Wednesday  and 
Friday  from  9  to  12  the  Chinese  Golden 
Age  Center  provides  services  for 
Malden’s  Asian  elderly  at  Malden’s 
Government  Center  Senior  Center. 
Elders  can  visit  the  center  to  get  help  on 
a  wide  range  of  issues. 

Many  Malden  elderly  continue  to 
travel  to  Chinatown  for  elder  services, 
since  language  and  cultural  barriers 
continue  to  make  it  difficult  for  them  to 
access  services  in  outlying  areas,  said 
Kun  Chang,  assistant  executive  director 
of  the  Golden  Age  Center. 

Last  month,  the  city  held  an  Asian 
Expo  at  Malden’s  Government  Center 
to  provide  the  elderly  and  others  with 
information  on  a  wide  range  of  topics, 
including  health  and  finances. 
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A  Step  Forward  for  Local  Asian  Drama 


Asia  On  Stage  moved  a  step  closer 
toward  its  goal  of  creating  a  Boston 
Asian  theater  with  the  production  last 
month  of  "Within  the  Forbidden  City." 

An  historical  drama  directed  by  Chil 
Kong  and  written  by  Chinese  Culture 
Institute  director  Doris  Chu,  "Within 
the  Forbidden  City"  explores  the  com¬ 
plex  relationship  between  the  emperor 
Guang-Xu  (Alex  Chen),  his  concubine 
Lady  Chen  (Ida  Liu),  and  the  Grand 
Empress  (Felice  Yeh). 

While  the  emperor  is  intent  on  creat¬ 
ing  reforms  to  preserve  China  and  the 
weakening  Qing  Dynasty,  the  Empress 
is  more  concerned  with  preserving  her 
own  hold  on  power.  On  a  more  personal 
level,  the  Grand  Empress  and  Lady 
Zhen  are  embroiled  in  a  subtle  but  in¬ 
tense  rivalry.  A  ruthless,  domineering 
character,  the  Grand  Empress  is  a 
woman  who  destroys  rivals  she  can’t 
control.  Lady  Chen,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  also  independent-minded  and  strong- 
willed.  The  Grand  Empress  orders  the 
emperor’s  concubine  to  be  thrown  into 
a  well  after  she  discovers  a  plot  to 


Ida  Liu,  Felice  Yeh,  Alex  Chen,  and  Jose  Sia  in  "Within  the  Forbidden  City." 


remove  her  from  power. 

Especially  striking  were  the  play’s 
elaborate  and  colorful  period  costumes, 
which  were  designed  by  Doris  Chu  and 
Elena  Ivanov.  The  stage  design  by  Tang 
Pei-jun  was  also  effective,  though  its 
subtlety  was  diminished  by  the  unwieldi¬ 
ness  of  the  Massachusetts  College  of 
Art’s  Tower  Auditorium. 

Last  year,  Asia  On  Stage  produced 
the  "Wild  Land,"  which  suffered  from 
flawed  acting.  Though  the  acting  of 
several  major  characters  in  "Within  the 
Forbidden  City"  was  uneven,  the  play 
overall  had  a  far  more  professional  feel 
to  it  than  last  year’s  production. 

Felice  Yeh  gave  a  controlled  and  con¬ 
sistent  performance  in  her  role  as  the 

Grand  Empress,  while  Jose  Sia  effec¬ 
tively  played  the  palace  eunuch  Li  Lian- 
Ying  with  a  combination  of  humor  and 
vindictiveness.  Several  of  the  characters 
playing  minor  roles  as  court  attendents 
also  performed  well. 

-R.O. 


Books:  A  Portrait  of  Today’s  Vietnam 


In  "Dragon  Ascending"  by  Pulitzer 
Prize-winning  reporter  Henry  Kamm, 
Vietnam  is  portrayed  as  a  rapidly  chang¬ 
ing  country  striving  to  modernize  but 
constrained  by  historical,  ideological, 
and  economic  obstacles. 

Kamm’s  views  are  based  on  many 
years  of  reporting  on  Vietnam  for  the 
New  York  Times  as  well  as  recent  inter¬ 
views  with  today’s  Vietnamese.  In  his 
book,  he  offers  a  broad  overview  of  Viet¬ 
namese  history  as  well  as  a  complex 
analysis  of  the  country  today. 

While  the  analysis  offered  by  some 
observers  is  that  Vietnam  may  follow 
the  model  of  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan, 
Thailand,  Malaysia,  and  Singapore  to 
become  another  successful  Asian 
economy,  Kamm  suggests  that  Vietnam 
still  has  a  long  way  to  go  before  it  can  lift 
itself  out  of  poverty  and  enter  the 
modern  world. 

At  the  heart  of  current  Vietnamese 
government  policy  is  the  principle  of 
"doi  moi"  or  change  for  the  new.  It’s  a 
process  that  involves  shedding  much  of 
the  economy’s  previous  centralized  con¬ 
trol  to  allow  more  individual  initiatives 
as  well  as  seeking  out  foreign  invest¬ 
ments. 

Coexisting  with  this  changing  policy 
is  the  continued  presence  of  Marxist 
ideology.  While  some  of  the  older  offi¬ 
cials  still  publicly  espouse  Marxist 
thought,  their  policies  and  actions  tend 
to  deemphasize  some  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  socialist  policies,  including 
providing  access  to  adequate  health  care 


and  education.  Instead,  government  of¬ 
ficials  often  have  as  a  priority  maintain¬ 
ing  their  own  power.  "Today  those  in 
power  are  the  greatest  beneficiaries  of 
reform,"  one  academic  tells  Kamm. 

In  today’s  Vietnam,  rigid  political 
control  from  the  top  down  remains  in 

place.  As  in  China,  the  Government 
promotes  itself  as  representing  the 
people’s  best  interest  -  without,  of 
course,  asking  the  people  what  they 
think  about  it.  In  1994,  for  example. 
General  Secretary  Do  Muoi’s  policy 
statement  called  for  the  continuation  of 
one-party  rule.  "We  should  establish  so¬ 
cial  order  and  discipline,  oppose  all 
manifestations  of  extremism  in 
democracy,"  he  said.  "We  must  use  dic¬ 
tatorship  against  all  elements  acting 
against  the  Motherland  and  encroach¬ 
ing  upon  the  interests  of  the  people." 

In  today’s  Vietnam,  there  are  also 
idealistic  socialists  like  Dr.  Duong 
Quynh  Hoa  who  are  appalled  by  the  new 
direction  in  which  the  country  is 
moving.  "‘We  fought  for  freedom,  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  social  justice,"  she  said. 
"Now  all  is  money." 

Kamm  is  also  adept  at  analyzing  the 
age-old  tensions  that  exist  between 
China  and  Vietnam  and  Vietnam  and 
other  Southeast  Asian  countries  such  as 
Cambodia  and  Thailand.  Vietnam’s  war 
with  China  in  1979  was  in  part  a  result 
of  Vietnam’s  invasion  of  Cambodia  and 
decision  to  ally  itself  with  the  Soviet 
Union. 

And  while  Vietnam  appears  to  be  fol¬ 


lowing  the  Chinese  model  of  economic 
reform,  Vietnamese  leaders  seem  to 
prefer  doing  business  with  the  US  than 
with  China.  Though  Vietnam  recently 
fought  a  war  with  the  distant  US,  it  has 
in  the  course  of  its  history  fought  many 
with  its  neighbor  China. 

"Dragon  Ascending"  also  explores 
the  lives  of  several  Vietnamese  dissi¬ 
dents.  Perhaps  the  most  impressive  is 
the  writer  Duong  Thu  Huong,  whose 
books  have  been  banned  in  Vietnam  and 
who  was  jailed  by  the  government. 
Duong  has  been  unsparing  in  her 

criticism  of  the  hypocrisy  of  the  ruling 
elite  in  her  writing.  She  tells  Kamm  that 
what  sets  her  apart  from  the  officials  she 
criticizes  is  probably  best  explained  by 
something  she  told  the  person  who 
signed  her  arrest  warrant. 

"What  you  don’t  understand  is  that  I 
am  not  like  you,"  she  said.  "I  don’t  do 
what  I  do  in  order  to  be  remembered.  I 
oppose  you  because  I  want  to,  and  it 
pleases  me  to  oppose  you.  Earlier  I 
volunteered  against  the  Americans, 
against  the  Chinese,  and  now  I’m  volun¬ 
teering  against  you  with  the  same  force. 
My  motivation  is  always  the  same." 

Reforms  in  Vietnam  have  also 
brought  with  them  growing  social 
problems.  The  quality  of  health  care  is 
declining,  education  is  more  expensive 
and  less  accessible,  and  prostitution  is 
on  the  rise.  There  are  still  many  hungry 
people  in  Vietnam  and  the  country 
remains  technologically  poor  and  back¬ 
ward. 


While  superficially  Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
may  be  starting  to  look  prosperous 
again,  Kamm  suggests  that  the  underly¬ 
ing  reality  is  less  bright.  "The  remark¬ 
able  increase  in  cars  and  motorcycles 
reinforces  the  impression,"  he  writes. 
"However,  this  is  a  superficial 
prosperity,  based  largely  on  smuggling 
and  of  little  benefit  to  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  population." 

Kamm  also  notes  that  great  imbalan¬ 
ces  in  wealth  exist  between  Saigon  and 
the  surrounding  region,  and  between 
the  north  and  the  south,  which  remain 
like  distinct  countries.  Problems  also 
exist  in  the  countryside,  where  villagers 
are  faced  with  official  corruption  and 
few  opportunities  to  improve  their  lives. 
More  attractive  than  finishing  high 
school  for  many  young  people  now  is 
acquiring  a  new  cassette  player,  TV,  or 
motorcycle. 

In  the  end,  Kamm  suggests  that  the 
Vietnamese  are  a  talented  welcoming 
people  who  nevertheless  have  their 
work  cut  out  for  them  as  they  struggle  to 
recover  from  their  war-torn  past.  "The 
communist  party’s  faith  in  an  alien 
ideology  rather  than  the  native  gifts  of 
its  own  people  held  the  country  down, 
demoralized  its  population,  and  made 
Vietnam  a  backwater,"  he  writes. 

-by  Robert  O’Malley 
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TRADITIONS 


The  Ritual  of  Chinese  Birthdays 


By  Fred  Chin 

He  who  holds  to  the  rites  (Li)  is  never 
confused  in  the  midst  of  multifarious 
change;  he  who  deviates  therefrom  is  lost. 

Rites  -  are  they  not  the  culmination  of 
culture? 

Hsun  Tzu 


By  Chinese  tradition,  a  person’s  birth 
anniversary  is  a  time  to  recognize  per¬ 
sonal  accomplishments  accrued  and  so¬ 
cial  favors  received.  It  is  an  occasion  for 
a  family  to  extol  the  values  of  respect  for 
elders,  social  harmony,  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  life.  A  birthday  celebration  is  an 
occasion  for  communal  thanksgiving. 

This  fundamental  principle  of  birth 
celebration  favors  individuals  who  have 
lived  a  productive  life.  Birthdays  are  for¬ 
mally  celebrated  only  for  mature  adults. 
Children  and  youths  are  exempted  from 
giving  thanks  in  the  form  of  a  social 
affair. 

This  is  part  one  of  a  two-part  article 
on  Chinese  birthday  ceremonies.  In  this 
article,  rituals  for  youths  and  newborns 
will  be  discussed;  in  part  two,  which  will 
appear  in  the  June  7  Sampan,  the  details 
of  birthdays  for  adults  will  be  covered. 


Honoring  Longevity 


Formal  birthday  parties  for  adults  are 
called  Honoring  Longevity  (Pai  Shou  in 
Chinese).  They  are  usually  given  for 
men  and  women  over  50.  The  60th 
birthday  is  considered  the  most  impor¬ 
tant.  By  Chinese  calculation,  a  60-year- 
old  person  has  lived  the  full  Chinese 
calendar  cycle  charted  originally  in  the 
Shang  Dynasty  around  the  10th  century 
B.C. 

Astrologically  minded  persons 
regard  birthdays  as  transitional  points  of 
family  life,  career,  wealth,  and  health. 
The  birthday  is  the  time  of  an 
individual’s  life  when  personal  fortune 
changes.  If  the  omens  are  bad,  celebra¬ 
tion  is  avoided.  Perhaps  an  informal  ob¬ 
servation,  or  a  simple  thanksgiving 
service  at  a  temple  may  be  performed. 
To  formally  celebrate  a  person’s 
birthday  at  each  anniversary  is  not  a 
Chinese  tradition. 

When  a  celebration  is  treated  as  a 
birthday  party,  it  is  not  necessary  to  hold 
the  event  on  a  person’s  actual  birth  date. 
However,  the  celebration  should  be  ob¬ 
served  before  -  never  after  -  the  actual 
date.  A  time  when  the  entire  clan  can 
conveniently  get  together  is  usually 
selected. 

Celebrations  are  held  by  children  for 
parents.  For  married  parents, 
ceremonies  are  conducted  for  both  as  a 
couple.  A  date  that  falls  before  the  two 
birthdays  is  usually  selected. 

Choosing  a  Date 

To  observe  ceremonies,  it  is  a  custom 
for  the  Chinese  to  select  propitious 
times  and  dates  that  will  bring  peace  and 
harmony  to  the  family.  A  secular  culture 
that  places  man  at  the  center  of  the 
universe  believes  that  human  behavior 
initiates  a  chain  of  favorable  or  un¬ 
favorable  consequences  affecting  fellow 
humans  and  the  environment.  For  ritual 
observations,  Chinese  families  seek  the 
comfort  of  doing  "the  right  thing  at  the 
right  time"  to  harvest  and  harmonize 
constructive  energies  released  by 
heavenly  bodies,  the  forces  of  the  earth, 
and  people.  Sensitivity  and  courtesy  are 
observed. 

Chinese  time  is  figured  differently.  A 
Chinese  lunar  month  has  either  29  or  30 
days,  and  is  not  split  into  weeks.  It  is 
culturally  valid  to  hold  formal  affairs  on 
a  Monday  or  Tuesday.  By  the  Chinese 
calendar  any  day  of  the  week  can  be 
auspicious.  Days  of  the  new  and  full 
moon  are  considered  holy  for  Buddhist 
Chinese;  at  this  time,  meditation  is  cus¬ 
tomary.  To  avoid  what  the  Chinese  call 
a  collision  of  events  or  energies,  some 
people  prefer  to  celebrate  on  a  favorable 


is  the  ritual  mirror  (left  center),  an  important  cultural  object  derived  from  Buddhism  It  symbolizes 
self-reflection  or  "knowing  the  self  as  a  desirable  personal  characteristic. 


date  rather  than  on  the  actual  birth  date. 

A  Chinese  leap  year  has  13  or  14 
months.  To  hold  a  ceremony  during  a 
leap  month  is  not  traditionally  favored. 
Other  rituals  exist  to  honor  parents  and 
elders  during  leap  months. 

With  regard  to  time,  a  two-hour 
period  is  figured  into  one  Chinese 
"hour”  within  a  12-hour  Chinese  time- 
cycle.  For  instance,  if  a  ceremony  is 
scheduled  for  noon,  it  is  acceptable  to 
perform  this  event  between  11  o’clock 
and  1  o’clock.  Incidentally,  the  central 
point  of  reference  for  figuring  Chinese 
time  is  not  local  time,  but  time  in  China. 

Birthdays  for  Youths 

Celebrations  for  youths  are  also  a 
thanksgiving  event.  Instead  of  focusing 
on  the  youth’s  age,  the  occasion  remem¬ 
bers  favors  received.  To  celebrate, 
families  conduct  services  called  Return¬ 
ing  Protective  Favors.  Religious 
families  go  to  a  local  temple,  while 
secular  families  have  the  same  service  at 
home.  The  service  is  an  occasion  to  ex¬ 
press  gratitude  to  the  ancestors  or  to 
heaven  and  earth  (Providence).  Regard¬ 
less  of  the  age  of  the  youth,  families  by 
custom  use  this  opportunity  to  promote 
goodwill  and  unity  within  the  family  and 
among  relatives. 

Many  contemporary  Chinese  avoid 
giving  birthday  parties  for  their  young 
children  to  dissuade  egocentric  develop- 
ments.  Morally  strict  Chinese 
households  continue  to  require  their 
children  to  say  formal  "thank  yous"  with 
three  bows  to  parents  and  grandparents 
on  the  morning  of  their  birthdays.  A  visit 
to  the  home  of  a  godparent  (or  god¬ 
parents)  is  also  a  standard  custom. 

When  birthday  gifts  are  presented,  it 
is  done  to  reinforce  values  of  grateful 
love.  The  ubiquitous  red  envelope  with 
money  inside  is  given  for  good  luck. 

Red  Eggs  Party 

Thirty  days  -  plus  or  minus  several 
days  -  after  the  birth  of  a  baby,  Chinese 
families  observe  the  ritual  of  the  Full 
Month  celebration. 

A  family  may  select  an  auspicious 
date  convenient  to  their  lifestyle  from 
the  lunar  calendar.  The  celebration  may 
be  a  simple  basic  ritual,  or  it  can  be 
formal  and  elaborate. 

The  ceremony  is  done  for  all  male 
and  female  babies  regardless  of  their 
birth  order.  For  the  children,  the  event 
is  popularly  referred  to  as  the  Red  Eggs 
Party.  It  is  a  family  occasion  of  joy  and 
happiness.  Such  a  party  for  family  and 
invited  guests  can  be  held  at  home,  at  a 
restaurant,  or  at  a  local  monastery.  By 
the  way,  visiting  a  temple  (miao)  carries 
a  different  meaning  than  visiting  a 
monastery  (szu).  These  two  estab¬ 
lishments  for  the  Chinese  have  dis¬ 
similar  aims,  practices,  and  beliefs. 

Chicken  eggs  stained  with  red  food 
dye  are  a  ritual  staple.  The  red  eggs  sym¬ 


bolize  good  fortune  and  fertility.  They 
are  distributed  to  neighbors,  friends, 
and  family. 

Other  traditional  food  featured  at  a 
newborn’s  party  are  a  sweet-and-sour 
ginger  shoot  and  yam  delicacy;  a  special 
brandy  and  chicken  soup  brewed  with 
peanuts,  mushroom,  pig  tails,  preserved 
lilies,  and  rice  wine;  a  stew  of  pig’s 
knuckles,  molasses,  and  black  vinegar; 
and  a  dish  made  of  chicken  and  ginger 
sauteed  with  black  mushroom  and 
sesame  oil. 

At  this  party,  women  are  permitted  to 
indulge  in  alcoholic  drinks  -  usually 
straight  brandy  or  extra  bowls  of  chicken 
brandy  soup.  It  is  quite  a  sight  to  behold 
intoxicated  women  having  fun  at  dinner 
or  at  the  mahjong  table. 

Baby  Birth  Rituals 

On  the  day  of  this  Full  Month  party, 
a  ceremony  is  performed  at  an  auspi¬ 
cious  time  to  welcome  the  baby  into  the 
family.  This  is  the  traditional  moment 
when  a  name  is  given  to  the  baby.  Prior 
to  this  day,  the  baby  is  not  addressed  by 
a  name.  This  custom  has  been  shaped  by 
an  earlier,  more  cautious  time  when  in¬ 
fant  mortality  was  high.  This  ceremony 
is  also  the  baby’s  formal  induction  into 
the  human  world. 

Amidst  the  fragrance  of  sandalwood 
incense  and  the  glow  of  ceremonial 
candles,  this  ritual  initiation  begins  with 
the  shaving  of  the  baby’s  hair  and 
eyebrows.  This  symbolizes  the  shedding 
of  a  former  life  for  a  new  incarnation. 
Besides  the  Buddhist  interpretation, 
other  beliefs  also  exist.  Some  view  the 
cutting  of  the  hair  as  a  ritual  to  remove 
undesirable  Yin  traits  from  the  womb- 
life  in  order  to  grow  Yang  vitality  for  a 
full-fledged  life. 

Looking  like  a  new  doll,  this  hairless 
nude  baby  is  then  ritually  anointed  with 
a  bath  in  a  new  basin  of  sweet  water 
boiled  with  dried  pommelo  peels.  The 
baby  is  then  dressed  in  a  new  red  color 
ceremonial  gown  and  cap  for  the 
ceremony. 

The  ceremony  consists  of: 

1)  Offering  of  thanks  to  Heaven  and 
Earth. 

2)  Blessing  the  baby. 

3)  Presentation  to  the  ancestors. 

For  the  thanksgiving,  a  table  facing 
the  sky  is  set  with  ritual  offerings. 
Present  is  the  usual  platter  containing 
the  three  essences  of  living  -  life,  spirit, 
food  -  represented  by  a  chicken,  innards, 
and  a  slice  of  pork.  Other  offerings  dis¬ 
played  are  three  cups  of  wine  and  three 
bowls  of  rice,  sweets,  pastries,  and  fruits. 
The  number  three  stands  for  continuity 
-  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future. 
Together  on  the  table  is  another  platter 
of  symbolic  blessings  wished  for  the 
baby  in  the  future. 

Seated  next  to  the  table,  the  mother 
or  paternal  grandmother  holds  the  baby 
as  the  child  is  anointed  with  the  items  of 


the  symbolic  blessings.  Each  item  is 
removed  from  the  platter  and  passed  in 
a  circle  over  the  baby’s  head  three  times. 

These  items  include  a  pair  of  red  eggs 
for  happiness  and  fertility;  two  stems  of 
scallions  for  wisdom;  a  box  of  makeup 
powder  for  good  looks;  a  mirror  to 
reflect  introspection  or  the  ability  to 
"know  thy  self";  two  red  envelopes  with 
money  for  luck;  and  gold  and  jade  jewel¬ 
ry  for  wealth.  The  last  ritual  wishes  are 
made  when  the  items  representing  the 
three  essences  of  living  are  smeared  on 
the  baby’s  lips.  After  putting  the  jewelry 
on  the  baby,  older  siblings  and  cousins 
strap  the  baby  on  their  back  and  take  a 
short  walk  out  of  the  house.  This  ritual 
instructs  older  siblings  on  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  showing  their  younger  relative 
the  outside  world. 

During  this  promenade,  the  ances¬ 
tors  are  honored  as  each  of  the  older 
children  bow  three  times  in  front  of  the 
altar  with  the  baby  strapped  to  his  or  her 
back.  This  completes  the  standard 
Chinese  tradition  for  newborns. 
Religious  families  may  include  a  trip  to 
a  local  temple  or  monastery.  The  family 
and  invited  guests  later  sit  down  for  a 
lunch  or  dinner  reception. 

How  Old  Are  You? 

Ever  wonder  why  Chinese  confuse 
their  chronological  years  (nien)  with 
formal  Chinese  age  (sui)? 

By  Chinese  reckoning,  a  child  is  age 
one  (sui)  at  birth.  At  each  Chinese  New 
Year,  the  child  picks  up  another  sui.  To 
figure  sui,  tradition  does  not  reckon  the 
actual  birthday. 

When  birthdays  are  reckoned  by 
Western  custom,  a  Chinese  sui  is  one  or 
two  years  more  than  the  chronological 
age  (nien).  A  person  born  at  the  end  of 
the  lunar  calendar  picks  up  two  extra 
years  in  Chinese  age  (sui). 

For  obituary  or  biographic  refer¬ 
ences,  it  is  customary  to  add  three  extra 
sui  to  a  person’s  age  as  a  sign  of  post¬ 
mortem  respect. 

As  the  rituals  here  suggest,  the  ap¬ 
preciation  of  life  is  a  strong  Chinese 
cultural  value.  Hope  is  recognized  as  a 
cornerstone  of  life.  Rituals  for  youths 
and  infants  call  for  character  develop¬ 
ment.  Values  of  respect  and  family  are 
instilled. 

Analyzed  on  its  own  merits,  birthday 
rituals  are  consistent  with  a  Chinese 
secular  world  view.  Social  achievements 
are  valued.  Older  and  exemplary  role 
models  are  honored.  Longevity  is  prized 
as  the  ultimate  factor  of  success  in  life. 

A  culture  that  never  recognized  ac¬ 
countability  to  a  higher  creative  power 
gives  tribute  to  personal  responsibility 
as  a  moral  force  determining  one’s  des¬ 
tiny.  Mutual  respect  as  a  spiritual  force 
in  social  and  family  relationships  is  em¬ 
phasized. 

The  ritual  gift  of  money  in  red  en¬ 
velopes  is  not  strictly  mercenary.  The 
varied  social  messages  of  this  ritual 
depend  on  the  situation.  These  include 
love,  care,  obligation,  legacy, 
honorarium,  reciprocity,  celebration, 
and  appreciation. 

Let  Us  Hear  from  You! 

If  you  have  questions,  or  comments 
good  and  bad;  need  more  information; 
or  want  to  share  personal  anecdotes 
relating  to  Chinese  ritual  at  birth  an¬ 
niversaries,  please  write  to  us.  Your 
response  to  the  article  is  most  ap¬ 
preciated.  Sampan  will  print  letters 
along  with  the  author’s  responses  as  a 
way  of  sharing  community  experiences 
with  readers.  Address  your  letter  to: 
Chinese  Tradition,  Sampan,  90  Tyler 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

(Fred  Chin  is  director  of  Social  Sup¬ 
port  Services,  30  Knee  land  St.,  3F,  Boston, 
Tel:  451-5188.) 
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Calendar/Short  News 


CALENDAR 

Viridian  Artists:  Through  May  25,  at 
the  Chinese  Culture  Institute,  276 
Tremont  St., Boston.  The  works  of  28 
artists  from  different  regions  of  the  US 
and  abroad. 

Japan  Week:  May  28-31.  At  the 
World  Trade  Center,  Berklee  Perfor¬ 
mance  Center,  Walter  Brown  Arena 
(BU),  and  Quincy  Market.  All  events 
are  free.  Tea  ceremony  demonstrations 
daily  at  the  World  Trade  Center.  For 
information  on  Japan  Week  events, 
which  include  poetry  readings,  exhibits 
of  cultural  artifacts,  performances,  mar¬ 
tial  arts,  etc.,  call  536-4100. 

Welcome  to  Asian  America  ’96: 
Drama,  Poetry  &  Dance:  May  16, 17, 18, 
19,  23,  24,  25,  8  p.m.  (except  5/19  at  3 
p.m.)  At  the  Black  Box  Theatre, Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont  St., 


News  anchor  Virginia  Cha  of  Channel  4  was 
master  of  ceremonies  for  the  10th  Annual  Asian 
American  Unity  Dinner  Gala.  More  than  1,000 
people  attended  the  May  4  event  at  the  Sheraton 
Boston  Hotel 


Boston.  Tickets  are  $12,  $7  (students  & 
seniors).  For  reservations  and  sales  call 
426-0320.  The  program  includes  "Going 
to  Seed,"  a  play  by  Rosanna  Yamagiwa 
Alfaro;  and  "Dance,  Shiva,  Dance,"  a 
performance  of  Indian  classical  dance  by 
Neena  Gulati  and  others,  and  a  reading 
of  Bengali-American  poetry  by  Dr. 
Sajed  Kamal. 

"Proudly  Queer,  Proudly  Gay":  June 
1, 6-10  p.m.,  at  Bolt,  174  Lincoln  St.  An 
evening  of  delicious  Asian  food  and 
delightful  entertainment  by  local  Asian 
Pacific  American  performers  to  raise 
money  for  HIV/AIDS  prevention  work. 
Sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Asian 
AIDS  Prevention  Project  (MAAPP), 
the  Massachusetts  Area  South  Asian 
Lambda  Association  (MASALA),  and 
the  Queer  Asian  Pacific  Alliance 


(QAPA).  Tickets  S10  in  advance,  $12  at 
the  door.  For  more  info,  call  499-9484 
or  262-5744. 

Summer  Job  Hopeline:  635-4673. 
May  13  through  May  24,  for  teenagers 
14-17  seeking  summer  jobs  with  the 
Boston  Youth  Clean-up  Corps.  The  line 
is  open  Mon.-Fri.  3  p.m.  to  6  p.m.  For 
Boston  residents  only.  A  Social  Security 
number  is  required.  Jobs  are  on  a  first 
come,  first-served  basis. 

AIDS  Pledge  Walk:  June  2,  begins  at 
Parkman  Bandstand  on  Boston  Com¬ 
mon.  Registration  at  7:30  a.m.  For  info, 
call  424-9255. 

Central  Artery  Ramp  Task  Force 
Meeting:  May  21,  2  p.m.,  at  CCBA,  90 
Tyler  St.,  Chinatown 


SHORT  NEWS 

Poster  Winners 

The  Chinatown  Beautification  Com¬ 
mittee  has  announced  the  names  of  the 
winners  of  the  third  annual  poster  con¬ 


test.  In  the  Junior  Category  (grades  K  to 
six),  the  first  prize  winner  was  Felix  Chin 
of  the  Josiah  Quincy  School.  In  the  _ 
Senior  Category  (grades  seven  to 
twelve),  the  first  prize  winner  was  Jef¬ 
frey  Lin  of  the  Kwong  Kow  Chinese 
School. 


SALES 

Falmouth  Public  Schools 

Great  Opportunity  to  be  a  career  professional.  MetLife  is 
looking  for  bright  and  ambitious  people  who  can  make  the 
most  of  a  tremendous  career  opportunity.  You'll  enter  the 
exciting  world  of  financial  services  helping  businesses  and 
individuals  to  make  significant  financial  decisions.  You'll 
receive  initial  financing  of  up  to  $590  a  week.  Compensation 
plan,  benefits  package,  and  retirement  program.  Intense 
training,  if  you  have  the  drive  to  succeed  combined  with  an 
entrepreneurial  spirit,  call  ANTHONY  LEUNG  at  (617)  292- 
0888  ext  1 14  or  send  resume  in  confidence  to: 

World  Language  Department 
Head 

60%  Dept.  Head/40% 
teaching 

Appropriate  Administrative 
certificates  required 
Elementary  Adjustment 
Counselor 

Apply  by  May  31  to: 

MetLife 

Octavio  Furtado 

99  Chauncy  St,  Suite  600 

Director  of  Personnel 

Boston,  MA  02111 

340  Teaticket  Highway 

Attn:  Anthony  Leung 

East  Falmouth,  MA  02536 

EOE 

II950730C(eip0796)MLIC-LD 

t 

EOE 

FIND  OUT  WHAT’S 
BEING  DONE  TO  PROMOTE 
DIVERSITY  IN  THE  WORKPLACE. 

AND  WHERE  TO  LOOK  FOR 
A  NEW  JOB  IF  YOUR  EMPLOYER 
ISN’T  DOING  ENOUGH. 


“Working  Together"  is  a  special 
section  designed  to  help  you  stay  on 
top  of  the  trends  in  workplace 
diversity.  But  in  addition  to  a 
ten-year  retrospective  and  a  look 
at  today’s  issues,  “Working  Together”  gives  you 
the  real  information  you  need  if  you  are 
looking  for  a  new  job.  Dozens  of  companies 


that  actively  promote  diversity 
are  represented  in  the  pages 
of  the  section.  Also,  don’t  miss 
The  Globe’s  Diversity  Job  Fair 
on  May  22,  where  you  can  meet 
prospective  employers  who  want  to 
foster  a  diverse  work  force.  Admission  is  free, 
and  the  fair  runs  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


WORKING  TOGETHER:  DIVERSITY  AT  WORK.  MONDAY,  MAY  20. 
DIVERSITY  JOB  FAIR.  THE  PARK  PLAZA  CASTLE.  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  22. 


CTIic  Boston  viMobc 


HAVE  YOU  SEEN  THE  GLOBE  TODAY? 
For  Home  Delivery,  call  617-466-1818. 


Sp:  5/20/96 


WINTER  VALLEY  RESIDENCES  FOR 
THE  ELDERLY,  INC. 

Winter  Valley  Residences  for  the  Elderly,  Inc.,  and  Winter 
Valley  Residences  II,  Inc.,  a  160-unit  building  financed  by  HUD 
for  elderly  citizens,  is  now  accepting  applications  for  its  waiting 
list. 

Minorities  and  handicapped  elderly  are  urged  to  apply. 


Winter  Valley  I  has  one,  two  bedroom,  and  barrier  free  units. 
Winter  Valley  II  has  studio,  one  bedroom  and  barrier  free  units. 
They  are  owned  and  operated  by  Mi’ton  Residences  for  the 
Elderly,  Inc.  located  at  600  Canton  Avenue,  Milton,  MA. 
Contact:  Virginia  F.  Wells,  Manager 
698-3005 


EOUAL  HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 


South  Cove  Community  has  been  serving  the  Asian- 
American  Community  in  the  Greater  Boston  area  since 
1972.  We  have  a  strong  commitment  to  making  health  care 
linguistically  and  culturally  accessible  to  patients.  We  are 
currently  looking  for  an  individual  to  fill  the  following 
position. 

REGISTERED  NURSE 

Living-At-Home/Elderly  program:  This  position  will  need 
to  provide  home  care  nursing  to  home  bound  elderly  and  to 
work  closely  with  the  Adult  Medicine  department.  Fluent 
in  English  and  Cantonese  and  Toisanese,  with  home  care 
experience  preferable.  Saturday  coverage  required.  Must 
be  registered  by  the  Mass.  Board  of  Registration  in 
Nursing. 

Resumes  for  qualified  bilingual  health  care  providers  and  staff 
are  always  welcome  to  provide  culturally  competent  services. 


Please  send  resume  to:  Personnel 
South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 
145  South  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Fax:  (617)  521-6799 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


south  cove 

<«awniniit)i  heilth  ceater 


Regional  Primary  &  Preventive  Care  Provider  Serving  the  Asian  Community 


The  Community  Builders,  Inc.  is  accepting 
applications  for  a  live-in  Maintenance  Suptdt  for 
a  7 5 -unit  complex  for  elderly  and  handicapped 
persons  in  the  Jamaica  Plain/Roslindale  area.  The 
superintendent  will  have  five  years  experience  in 
apartment  maintenance  or  seven  years  when 
combined  with  related  job  experience  and  be 
responsible  for  the  supervision  of  a  maintenance 
assistant.  Resume  only  to  Anne  Vallely, 
Woodbourne  Apartments,  6  Southbourne 
Road,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130.  No  phone 
calls,  please.  E.O.E. 
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Distance  Learning  Technical  Coordinator 


The  University  of  Massachusetts  Boston  is  seeking  applications  for 
the  position  of  Distance  Learning  Technical  Coordinator. 
Candidates  will  be  responsible  for  maintaining  equipment,  software 
and  network  connections  used  in  distance  learning  and 
videoconferencing  both  at  University  and  remote  locations  as 
appropriate.  Also  responsible  for  installation,  maintenance, 
troubleshooting,  training,  and  other  related  forms  of  technical 
support  and  assistance  to  users,  as  well  as  development  of 
applications  of  information  technology  for  distance  learning. 

Qualifications:  Bachelors  Degree  or  equivalent  experience  required. 
Experience  in  computing  and  telecommunications  applications. 
Higher  educational  setting  preferred.  Proficiency  with  Macintosh 
and  Windows  platform  operating  systems,  networking  and 
telecommunications.  Ability  to  design,  install,  and  set  up 
remote-site  LAN’s  and  stand  alone  installations.  Both  supervisory 
and  good  interpersonal  skills  are  essential.  Some  evening  and 
weekend  work  may  be  required.  Please  send  your  cover  letter, 
names  and  addresses  of  three  references  to  Office  of  Human 
Resources,  P.O.  Box  125,  University  of  Massachusetts  Boston,  100 
Morrissey  Blvd.,  Boston,  MA  02125.  Application  review  will  being 
on  June  3,1996  and  continue  until  the  position  is  filled.  An 
Affirmative  Action,  Equal  Opportunity,  Title  IX  employer. 


U  Mass 
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★  Labor  Certifications 

★  Investors 
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Distance  Learning  Program  Coordinator 


The  University  of  Massachusetts  Boston  is  seeking  applications 
for  the  position  of  Distance  Learning  Program  Coordinator.  The 
Coordinator  works  closely  with  faculty  and  staff  at  the  Boston 
Campus  and  other  UMASS  Campuses  with  current  and  potential 
distance  learning/videoconference  clients,  with  service  providers 
and  with  sponsors  developing  distance  learning  / 
videoconferencing  programs.  Responsibilities  will  also  include 
program  oversight,  including  the  identification  of  appropriate 
offerings,  development  of  curriculum,  training,  fiscal  manage¬ 
ment,  assessment  and  maintenance  of  proper  records. 

Qualifications:  Advanced  degree  or  equivalent  experience 
required.  Substantial  experience  in  academic  setting  as  teacher  or 
administrator.  Demonstrated  experience  with  computer  use  and 
high  level  of  commitment  to  use  information  technologies  in 
instruction.  Excellent  interpersonal  skills  and  willingness  to  work 
evenings  and  some  weekends  when  required.  Application  review 
will  begin  June  3,  1996  and  continue  until  the  position  is  filled. 
Send  cover  letter,  names  and  addresses  of  three  references  to 
Office  of  Human  Resources,  P.O.  Box  120,  University  of 
Massachusetts  Boston,  100  Morrissey  Blvd.v Boston,  MA 
02125.  An  Affirmative  Action,  Equal  Opportunity, 

Title  IX  employer. 


U  Mass  Boston 


Director  Of  Childcare 


The  Child  Care  Center  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  Boston  is 
seeking  to  fill  the  position  of  Director.  The  individual  will  be 
responsible  for  directing  the  daily  operations  of  the  Child  Care 
Center,  development  and  evaluation  of  educational  components 
(curriculum,  and  classroom  management),  compliance  with  Office 
for  Children  regulations  and  licensing,  and  providing  referrals  to 
outside  agencies.  Demonstrated  ability  with  promoting  staff 
development,  as  well  as  to  act  as  liaison  between  the  University, 
Parent  Board,  Center  Staff  and  Community  agencies. 

Qualifications;  Director  1  qualified  with  Bachelors  degree  in  Early 
Childhood  education  or  related  field.  Master’s  Degree  or  equivalent 
experience  preferred.  Five  years  of  proven  progressive  experience  in 
child  care  field.  Working  knowledge  of  State  Office  for  Children 
regulations,  licensing  requirements  and  evaluation  process  is  essential. 
Excellent  communication  skills.  Please  send  cover  letter,  resume  and 
names  and  addresses  of  three  references  to  Office  of  Human 
Resources,  P.O.  Box  130,  University  of  Massachusetts  Boston,  100 
Morrissey  Blvd.,  Boston,  MA  02125-3393.  Application  review  will 
begin  on  June  3,  1996  and  continue  until  the  position  is  filled.  An 
Affirmative  Action,  Equal  Opportunity,  Title  DC  employer. 
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Connie  Moy 

Business  Development  Officer 


BAN  K  OFBOSTON 

First  Community  Bank 


Who  is  First  Community  Bank? 
To  Boston’s  Asian  community, 
we’re  Connie  Moy. 


First  Community  Bank  is  people  like  Connie  Moy,  who  specializes  in  serving 
Boston’s  vibrant  Asian  community. 

Connie’s  most  important  job  is  to  reach  out,  to  listen  to  her  customers,  to  under¬ 
stand  her  communities’  needs  —  and  to  make  sure  we  provide  the  right  resources, 
in  the  right  way,  to  help  people  buy  homes,  build  businesses,  and  make  their 
neighborhoods  a  better  place  to  live. 

Connie  is  ready  to  invest  the  time  it  takes  to  understand  your  needs  and  goals,  and 
to  serve  as  your  link  to  New  England’s  most  complete  range  of  banking  resources. 
Because  First  Community  Bank  is  part  of  Bank  of  Boston,  the  capabilities  Connie 
delivers  start  right  around  the  corner  and  reach  around  the  world. 

So  put  Connie  —  and  First  Community  Bank  —  to  work  for  you  today. 

Just  call  (617)  434-3452,  and  see  how  we’re  putting  a  whole  new  face  on  banking. 
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F.  Employed?  Unemployed? 

Occupation/profession  (specify) _ 

G.  Marital  status 

□Single  DMarried  □Divorced  □Widowed 

H.  Do  you  have  children? 

□Yes  ONo. 

How  many  (specify)  _ 

I.  How  many  people  live  in  your  household? 

(specify) _ 

J.  Where  do  you  live? 

□Boston  Chinatown/South  End 

□Allston/Brighton 

□Dorchester 

□East  Boston 

□Quincy 

□Malden 

□Cambridge/Somerville 

□Other 

(specify) _ 


III.  Would  you  be  willing  to  pay  for  an  issue  of 
SAMPAN  to  help  defray  costs  of  printing  it? 

If  so  how  much? 

□$0.25  □$0.50  Other  (specify) _ 

IV.  Do  you  have  any  other  suggestions  regarding 
how  SAMPAN  can  be  more  interesting  and 
attractive  to  readers. 


Prizes  will  include  gift  certificates  to  fine 
restaurants. 

Be  sure  to  enter  to  winl 

If  you  would  like  your  name  to  be  entered  for  the  prize 
drawing  which  will  be  held  on  July  9,  please  fill  in  all 
the  information  asked  for  below: 

Name: _ 

Address _ 

City  &  Zip  Code: _ 

Telephone: _ 


Please  fold  on  the  dotted  line  so  that  our  return 
address  is  on  the  outside  and  seal  with  tape. 
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Sampan 
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SAMP  ART  READERS'  OPINION  POLL 


SAMPAJV  is  interested  in  keeping  up  with  changing 
times  and  in  meeting  the  changing  needs  of  its 
readers.  We  want  to  make  SAMPAtV  a  more 
interesting  and  valuable  newspaper  for  the  Asian- 
American  community,  to  help  us  accomplish  this  goal 
we  are  asking  you  to  complete  the  following  survey. 
Your  answers,  opinions  and  suggestions  will  be  an 
invaluable  guide  to  us. 

To  show  our  appreciation  of  your  help  we  will  have  a 
prize  drawing  of  all  those  who  respond  to  this  survey 
and  who  fill  out  the  tear  off  form  at  the  end  of  the 
survey. 

Please  answer  to  the  best  of  your  ability  the  following 
questions: 

I.  A.  What  news  stories  about  Asian  people 
and  life  are  most  important  to  you? 

□local  Dstate  Dnortheast  □national  international 

B.  Would  you  like  to  see  changes  in  SAMPAN 
in  any  of  the  following:  (Please  specify): 

□Print  □photo  Ddesign  Oayout  □color 
□content 

frequency:  Qweekly  Dbiweekly  □monthly 

How  do  you  feel  about  the  recent  changes  in 
SAMPAN? 

□like/approve 

□dislike/disapprove 

comment: 


C  .  What  kind  of  news  about  Asian  people,  life, 
culture,  etc.  interests  you  the  most?  (Please 
number  from  1  to  17:  1=  most  import  to  17=  least 
important): 

□news  stories  (politics,  social,  crime,  etc.) 
□features  about  interesting  people,  organizations, 
□traditions  events 
□poetry 
□short  stories 

□a  guide  to  events  that  an  immigrant  or  visitor 
should  know  about  surviving  and  settling  &  sight¬ 
seeing  in  Boston  and  vicinity. 

□a  "what's  happening"  cultural  guide  to  social  and 
entertainment  events  and  movie  reviews 
□educational  and  training  opportunities 
□employment  opportunities 
□where  to  live 
□ads 

□news  for  children 
□news  for  older  people 


□news  for  single  people 
□news  for  married  couples 
□news  for  divorced  or  widowed  people 
□restaurant  reviews 

□other  (please  list) _ 

D.  What  other  newspapers  do  you  read? 

□Singtao  □World  Journal  □Center  News 
□Boston  Globe  □Boston  Herald  QNew  York  Times 
□Other  (specify) _ 

E.  Do  you  expect  the  content  of  the  English 
and  Chinese  Sections  to  be  the  same? 

□Yes  ONo  nDon't  care 

II.  Background  Information  about  you,  the  reader: 
(check  as  many  as  apply). 

A.  Demographic 

American  born?  □ 

Foreign  born?  □ 

Where? 

□Hong  Kong  ^Mainland  China  OViet  Nam 

□Cambodia  DOther  South  East  Asia 

□Other  (specify) _ 

Ethnic  Identity 

□Chinese  □Vietnamese 

□Other  (specify) _ 

How  many  years  have  you  been  in  the  USA? 


B.  Languages 


Speak 

Read 

Write 

Chinese 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Vietnamese 

□ 

□ 

□ 

English 

Other  (Specify) 

□ 

□ 

□ 

C.  Age 


□under  18  D18-29  DSCMS  Dover 65 

D.  Gender 
□Male  □Female 

E.  Educational  level  completed. 

(check  all  that  apply/where  achieved) 


USA  ABROAD 
primary/middle  school  □ 

secondary/high  school 

2  year  college/training  school  i 

4  year  college  □  □ 

graduate  school  □ 


1.  David  Gin  Woo  races  past  50  Hudson  Street,  David  Gin  Woo 

ca.  1950s.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Reggie  Wong.)  i  +  fi (-*,£ 
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Special  Hudson  Street  Edition  ^  j||  J  0  M  $  $B 
Remembering  Hudson  Street  ^  A  fif  ©  II 


by  May  Lee  Tom 

Paul  Lee  recalls  a  group  of 
Syrians  sitting  on  the  sidewalk 
playing  a  chess  game  and  another 
group  smoking  water  pipes.  "I 
remember  the  great  smell  of  the 
sugar  cones  being  made  and  the 
bakery  where  they  made  the  Syrian 
bread.  That  was  the  aroma  of  the 
community. " 

Helen  Woo  and  her  neighbors  would 
gather  on  the  front  steps  in  the 
evenings  after  supper.  "We  chit 
chat  while  the  kids  played  on  the 
sidewalk  and  in  the  street." 

(see  page  2) 
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(continued  from  page  1) 

Louis  Hadaya  remembers  the  street 
being  closed  off  on  Easter 
Sundays.  Everyone  from  St.  John 
of  Damascus  Syrian  Orthodox  Church 
and  St.  Mary's  Cathedral  gathered 
for  the  festival  which  included 
sword  fencing  demonstrations. 

These  are  some  of  the  stories  told 
by  former  residents  of  Hudson 
Street  in  the  "Special  Places" 
program  which  is  sponsored  by  the 
Chinese  Historical  Society  of  New 
England  and  the  Massachusetts 
Foundation  for  the  Humanities. 

The  program  embarked  on  a  series 
of  activities  to  examine  the 
significance  of  Hudson  Street  to 
the  Syrian  and  Chinese 
communities.  Activities  included 
holding  a  panel  discussion  and  a 
reunion,  conducting  a  series  of 
oral  history  interviews,  and 
collecting  historical  photographs. 

Hudson  Street  is  located  in 
Boston's  Chinatown/South  Cove 
area.  Three-  and  four-story  brick 
tenement  houses  used  to  line  both 
sides  of  the  street.  Today,  a 
retaining  wall  has  replaced  the 
buildings  on  the  east  side  from 


Kneeland  Avenue  to  Marginal  Road. 
Beyond  the  wall  is  the  Central 
Artery. 

The  Central  Artery,  constructed  in 
three  phases  from  1951  to  1959, 
was  seen  as  an  urban  renewal 
project  to  revitalize  Boston. 

Tunney  Lee,  an  architect  with  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  in 
the  1960s  said,  the  engineers  saw 
empty  buildings  in  the  Leather  and 
Garment  Districts.  "They  look  at 
Chinatown  and  they  see  slums. 
People  who  had  good  intentions 
wanted  to  tear  those  down  and 
replace  them  with  something  more 
active,"  he  said. 

Community’s  Reaction 

Word  about  the  Central  Artery's 
proposed  route  through  Chinatown 
circulated  in  the  newspapers. 
Neil  Chin  remembers  attending  a 
lot  of  community  meetings  at  the 
new  Chinese  Merchants  Association 
Building  in  the  mid-1950s. 

Chin  said  the  community  never  got 
full  use  of  the  building  as  it  was 
intended.  lht  auditorium 
initially  had  seating  for  300  to 
400  people  to  view  movies  and 
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Chinese  opera  performances.  "The 
expressway  came  and  took  away  a 
third  of  it,"  he  said.  "When  the 
government  decided  to  do 
something,  no  one  really  felt  they 
had  a  chance  of  opposing  it." 

Chin  was  paid  $8,500  in  1960  for  a 
building  he  owned  at  82-84  Hudson 
Street.  He  did  not  know  what  he 
could  do  about  it  and  decided  to 
make  the  best  of  it. 

"I  think  the  main  reason  there 
wasn't  that  kind  of  objection  was 
the  fact  that  90  percent  of  the 
people  were  tenants.  They  didn't 
really  have  a  stake  as  far  as  the 
buildings  were  [concerned].  It 
was  a  question  of  paying  rent  to 
you  or  paying  rent  to  someone 
else, "  Chin  said. 

He  said  it  was  the  Chinese 
students,  not  the  people  who  lived 
in  Chinatown,  that  triggered  the 
activism.  They  were  questioning 
the  Chinese  Merchants  Association 
and  the  Chinese  Benevolent 
Association  for  calling  the  shots. 

There  was  a  lot  of  hostility 
between  the  people  in  Chinatown 
and  the  students  until  they 
realized  they  had  the  same  goal 
but  two  different  approaches. 
"They  on  one  hand  needed  action 
and  we  on  the  other  hand  needed 
solutions,"  Chin  said. 

The  Chinese  community  met  with 
state  and  city  officials  to  work 
out  a  compromise.  Chin  said, 
"Instead  of  taking  all  of  Hudson 
Street,  they  just  took  all  of  the 
eastern  side  from  Kneeland  on." 

Demolition 

Chin  recalls  having  breakfast  with 
the  sound  of  the  wrecking  ball  in 
the  background.  His  building 
abutted  a  structure  on  Albany 
Street  that  was  being  torn  down. 

(see  page  5) 
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2.  Caroline  Chang 
relaxing  on  the  front 
stoop  at  48  Hudson  St. 
in  the  1950s.  (Photo 
courtesy  of  Caroline 
Chang . ) 

**.♦**♦**  fc# 
if 

+  (  -  A 

i*4)  • 

3.  Before  China 
Pavilion,  14  Hudson  St. 
was  the  site  for  Ho  Ho 
Restaurant  (1960-1964), 
House  of  Wong  (1958- 
1959),  Rose  Wong 
Restaurant  (1952-1957), 
Quock  Mun  Hing  Co . 
(1942-1950),  Joseph  A. 
Hadge  Billiards  (1937- 
1941),  and  Wah  On  High 
&  Co.  Chinese  goods  (?- 
1935) . 

+  f  fc 

t  r 

-46.  /£  j  (  —  A./t| 
JLAW-A  )  > 

/£  ( 

)  5]  (  -  Avg 

& (  -  A,  =.-t£o 

-4  )  «*.****£ 
(-Aii4) • 


CHSNE  SPRING  1 996  3 


Acknowledgments 

HUDSON  STREET  PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

Caroline  Chang 
Chien  Chi  Huang 
Peter  Kiang 
Paul  Lee 
Helen  Woo 

May  Lee  Tom,  Project 
Coordinator 


Special  Thanks  To: 

Neil  Chin 
Brent  &  Debra  Eng 
Russell  &  Wendy  Eng 
Stephanie  Fan 
Brian  Galford 
Peter  Gilmore 
Louis  Hadaya 
Evelyn  Haddad 
Tunney  Lee 
Hplen  Liu 

Eugene  Mahr,  Polaroid 
Corp. 

Pat  Maurer,  Bostonian 
Society  Library 
Edmond  Moussally 
Father  Hugh  O' Regan, 
St.  James  Church 
Dolores  Root, 
Massachusetts 
Foundation  for  the 
Humanities 

George  Sanborn,  State 
Transportation 
Library 
Faye  Soo  Hoo 
Christine  Valle 
Judy  Wong 
Ra>  mond  Wong 
Reggie  Wong 
Ronnie  Wong 


4.  Buildings  ready  tc 
be  razed  in  1963. 
(Photo  by  Paul  Lee) 


**  X  If 

°  rt  B*ftft*&*jjfift  »  fcT>T 

’  X  X  £0  ft  If  ?t  '  #-$.  °  j 

ft*  >  >  «*«*!*!*  it#* 

• ■**>*+**** 
>  ##  ft  ft  ft 
°  #i**£**i*ftttft*  >  # 

»  •  ft  ft  #***«**• 

mftfp^lfftft*-® 

#ft^ftjfclt.XSiJ  *  ° 

«r*  •  -  _j 

ft 

ixftft*#itir  -> 

•f-  %L 

fcfm*Xftftj#ft4 f»  ’  HU*  Jt  ft  ft  it 

*  ’  Hi*#  :  rft 

***#£*£  >  »  j 

#  '  #*ftf  o  £*7  ft  » 

?  ft  ft 

ft  :  rftfi&* ■*  j  ft 

- x$ft7  +  *3-  •  t 

*£##ftft^ft£XL£  -  #Hfc**SI£** 

#ft  0  a 

ft  &  o 

$  ft  ft  ft 

-  X*£¥#X#  *  lXtf^_t3i  > 
ft££  °  «?#  7#  >  T  ft  ft  «P  ft  SI  ft  ft#*# 
Kr  ms  A  it*  ° 

*£&££#*#  IS  +  Aft  •  ft  ft  Aft  A 
tm-t-h/*  ft  £&$###*  •  aun#**- 
&£#£ft  - 


P§  fci4  (Randy  Tow)  ft  5k  J|  ft  A 

tftft^  ° 

X.  i®  &  $'}  &b  1# 

*  If  ft  ft  If  If  fcMB  -t-  (Fred  Salvucci)  ft  ft  ft 

S  »  ft 
*  ft  ft  It  ’ 

ftftt 0  -< 

ftftfclXft*IIJifc#R£ft**  •  #**Xft 

Jil  ° 

ft«*ftfti*ft*MA«i*XiI 0  # 
-  tmft-jfciX '£££&!* 
m'R'£&ftH&  ’  °  ft 

SS  A  ft  ft  E  ft.  ft  It  IX  Kr  H  51  Ha  ft  ft  *  # 

*  H  ft  ft  *  *  ft  ft  £  ft  ffl  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

**«H«r*  .  W* 

?i  H.  Ji  ^ 

’  ft « ft® *it  :  r& 

0  iX  ft 

o  :  r^in 

ft  ft  B  ^  ^  ft  it  ft  ^  . 

furmMMftftft  0  •  j 

HI  ft  0 

'>  r?5  $ -w  ft  ft  E  >  tfcjJhftftft-lff  ’ 

-ft  >  ^feitft ’  # 

A^ft^*^  '  ^rftftftftft  - 

ftft^.  »  tTEXft 

>  «:ft*ft^:ft-it^-i*#X^S  - 

’  &*r#*£ft •  ft 


CHSNE  SPRING  1996/4 


Randy  Tow's  family  were  among  the  last 
ones  to  leave.  He  lived  on  the  block 
between  Harvard  and  Oak  Streets.  He 
said,  "Prior  to  moving  out,  the  area  was 
like  a  ghost  town  with  looters  and 
scavengers  going  through  the  abandoned 
homes . " 


(continued  from  page  3) 

He  remembers  thinking,  "Don't  miss  because  you'll 
come  through  the  window  in  my  kitchen." 

After  a  while,  people  had  enough  of  the  dirt,  dust, 
and  noise  that  they  moved  out,  Chin  said. 

Helen  Woo  said  she  did  not  remember  how  much  notice 
her  landlord  gave  her  to  vacate.  "All  of  us  that 
lived  on  that  side  of  Hudson  Street  were 
devastated. " 

After  living  at  No.  112  for  16  years,  Woo  moved  to 
Back  Bay.  By  the  time  she  left  in  1962,  not  much 
remained  of  Albany  Street  that  was  behind  her 
building.  She  said,  "We  knew  we  had  a  limited  time 
to  live  on  Hudson  Street." 

Woo  said  it  took  awhile  to  adjust  to  the  new 
surroundings.  "The  children  had  to  move  on  to  other 
schools.  My  husband  worked  in  Chinatown.  Instead 
of  walking  to  and  from  work,  now  he  had  to  take  the 
subway . " 

About  200  families  and  businesses  had  to  relocate 
when  the  demolition  advanced  on  Hudson  Street. 
Reggie  Wong,  who  resided  at  No.  48  said,  "We  didn't 
aii  ticvp  at  the  same  time.  As  each  family  left, 
the. e  would  be  a  vacant  floor,  a  vacant 
bu: iding. " 


Changes  in  Transportation  Laws 

What  happened  on  Hudson  Street  fueled 
the  anti-highway  movement.  The  public 
began  to  question  the  price  exacted  on 
the  neighborhoods  and  its  inhabitants. 

When  an  Inner  Belt  from  Charlestown  to 
Roxbury  was  proposed  in  1962,  community 
groups  in  Somerville,  Cambridge, 
Brookline,  and  Boston  lobbied  against 
the  eight- lane  expressway. 

Tunney  Lee  said  he  and  Fred  Salvucci 
provided  technical  assistance  to  the 
neighborhood  groups.  A  dialogue  began 
to  take  place  between  the  transportation 
planners  and  the  communities. 

Lee  said  they  also  pushed  to  rewrite 
many  of  the  transportation  bills.  It 
enabled  the  takings  to  be  more  humane 
and  the  transportation  planners  to  give 
more  consideration  to  finding 
a1  4-p  msfives .  "It's  ind’^ative  that 
neighborhood  and  citizen  groups  are  much 
stronger  than  they  were,"  he  said. 


Sense  of  Community 

Neil  Chin  said  Chinatown  was  a  small, 
intimate  community  where  everyone  knew 
each  other's  Chinese  and  English  names. 
"We  knew  their  brothers  and  sisters, 
their  parents,  and  where  they  lived.  It 
was  one  big,  extended  family,"  he  said. 

He  remembers  when  it  would  take  him  30 
to  45  minutes  to  walk  a  block  and  a  half 
to,  Kneeland  Street.  "You  met  people  on 
the  street  and  you  stop  and  talk.  It 
was  like  that  every  day.  My  biggest 
loss  would  be  the  sense  of  community. 
You  don't  have  that  today,  not  even  in 
Chinatown,"  Chin  said.  ■ 


CHSNE  SPRING  1 996  5 


Hudson  Street:  Then  &  Now 


Longtime  Chinatown  resident,  Neil 
Chin  said  three  buildings  used  to 
stand  where  the  Chinatown  Gateway 
Park  and  an  empty  lot  are  located 
now.  The  buildings  were  razed 
because  the  wooden  pilings  had 
decayed  beyond  repair. 

Tai  Tung  Village,  at  the  other  end 
of  the  street,  replaced  a 
municipal  building  that  used  to 
have  a  library,  shower  facilities, 
and  a  gym. 

Hudson  Street  evolved  in  another 
way.  The  area  south  of  Kneel  and 
Street  was  a  predominately  Syrian 
community  until  the  1940s.  It 
became  a  predominately  Chinese 
community  by  1960. 

Tunney  Lee  said  Chinatown  was 
expanding.  People  who  served  in 
the  military  could  bring  their 
wives  and  families  over.  Refugees 
arrived  after  the  Great  Leap 
Forward  failed  in  China.  Reforms 
in  the  immigration  law  permitted 
families  to  be  reunited.  "You 
couldn't  put  all  the  Chinese  in 
old  Chinatown.  So  then  moving 
toward  the  South  End  was 
inevitable,"  he  said. 

Helen  Woo  said  the  Syrians  sold 
their  property  to  the  Chinese  and 
moved  to  Shawmut  Avenue.  Others 
relocated  to  Dedham,  Rosindale, 
and  West  Roxbury. 

Many  Chinese  families  that  were 
forced  to  relocate  as  a  result  of 
the  expressway,  moved  to  Upton 
Street.  Others  migrated  to 
Brighton,  Quincy,  Braintree, 
Revere,  and  Malden.  "Chinatown 
remains  the  place  where  people 
come  to  shop,  to  eat,  and  to 
socialize,"  Lee  said.  ■ 


5 .  On  ramps  to  the 
Southeast  Expressway 
and  Massachusetts 
Turnpike . 

**W#*#**it> 

6.  Former  site  of  the 
Gam  Sum  Restaurant  (21 
Hudson  St.)  which  had 
been  in  business  since 
the  1930s. 

+ 

7.  Chinese  Merchants 
Association  Building  at 
the  corner  of  Hudson 
and  Kneeland  Streets. 

-  W*  fciiS  > 

&  ° 


8.  Former  residents 
gather  on  Hudson  Street 
for  a  group  photo 
during  a  reunion  in 
Sept.  1995.  (Photo  by 
Stephanie  Fan. ) 
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Life  on  Hudson  Street 


Crime  was  nearly  non-existent  back 
then.  Doors  were  kept  open  and 
neighbors,  friends,  and  family  visited 
freely  and  frequently.  Small  family- 
run  businesses  like  grocery  stores  and 
restaurants  stayed  open  late. 

-Doris  Tow,  Allston 

We  used  to  shop  at  Tung  Hing  Lung  (9 
Hudson  St.)  for  Chinese  groceries.  On 
weekends  they  had  roast  pigs,  roast 
ducks,  and  roast  chickens  for  sale. 

-Helen  Woo,  Malden 

At  No.  46  was  a  grocery  store  owned  by 
"Uncle"  Doo  Foon.  That  was  a  local 
hangout  across  the  street  from  the 
YMCA  yard.  When  the  Y  closed  for  the 
night,  everybody  congregated  at  the 
store  to  have  a  soda  or  an  ice  cream. 

-Reggie  Wong,  Newton 

There  was  a  Syrian  store  on  the  corner 
called  Sam's  that  made  the  best  Syrian 
bread.  We  would  beg  for  25  cents  from 
my  mother  to  buy  french  fries  at  the 
Nile  Restaurant. 

-Faye  Soo  Hoo,  Brighton 


I  recall  playing  with  baseball  cards, 
sliding  them  on  the  sidewalk  to  see 
who  would  get  one  closest  to  the  wall 
and  win.  We  played  with  bottle  caps, 
roller-skated  and  even  hopscotch  with 
the  girls.  In  the  winter,  we  built 
snow  fortresses  and  had  snowball 
fights.  The  street  itself  seemed  to 
be  an  extension  of  the  homes.  I 
disobeyed  my  parents  and  played  in  the 
highway  construction  areas,  climbing 
and  running  around  heaps  and  mounds  of 
dirt  and  other  mammoth  structures 
investigating,  discovering  and  just 
having  a  good  time. 

-Albert  K.  Yee,  West  Newton 

The  Quincy  School  yard  had  to  be  the 
only  "ball  field"  that  had  a  wrought- 
iron  fence  between  the  infield  and  the 
outfield!  But  mostly,  I  remember  the 
dozens  of  friends  to  play  with. 

-James  "Bing"  Fong,  Belmont 

(Editors'  note:  If  you  have  a  story, 
photograph,  or  artifact  related  to 
Hudson  Street,  contact  the  -  kSNE 
office  at  (617)  338-4339.  We  would 
like  to  hear  from  you.) 


9 .  Many  Hudson  Street 
r es  ide  nts  a  tte  nde  d 

junior  high  at  Abraham 
Lincoln  School  (now 
Boston  High  School). 
Pictured  here  is  the 
eighth  grade  class  in 
room  404  from  1953-54. 

( Photo  courtesy  of 
Caroline  Chang.) 

t 
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10. 


11. 


10.  Basketball  game  in 
the  "Y"  yard  In  the 
1950s.  (Photo  courtesy 
of  Reggie  Wong.) 

(  -A.**  ) 


11.  Faye  Soo  Hoo,  at 
age  2,  with  her  mother, 
Gen  Hi  Wong,  and 
younger  brother,  Bruce 
Wong,  in  1945.  (Photo 
courtesy  of  Faye  Soo 
Hoo.  } 


Faye  Soo  Hoo  Bf  1  £ 
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Announcements 
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0|pf 


TRIP  TO  NEW  YORK  CITY 

Visit  the  newly-renovated  Museum  of 
Chinese  in  the  Americas  and  Ellis 
Island  on  June  22-23.  Seating  is 
limited.  A  $25  deposit  is  required  by 
May  20.  Make  checks  payable  to  the 
Chinese  Historical  Society  of  New 
England.  For  more  information,  call 
(617)  338-4339  or  trip  coordinator  at 
(617)  298-0811. 
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Thank  You  for  Your 
Support 


Anonymous  Donor 
Massachusetts  Foundation  for 
the  Humanities 
MassPike  Authority 
National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation 
Old  South  Meeting  House 
Waterman-Eastman  and  Waring 
Funeral  Service 
and 

Members  like  You 


SCHOLARSHIPS 

The  Chinese  Historical  Society 
of  New  England  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  CHSNE/Waterman 
Scholarship.  Forms  can  be  obtained 
by  mailing  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  to  the  CHSNE  office,  or  be 
picked  up  at  Fleet  Bank,  Chinatown 
branches  on  65  Harrison  Ave.  and  43 
Kneeland  St.;  Sun  Sun  Market,  18 
Oxford  St.;  and  Asian  American  Bank, 
17  Kneeland  St.  The  deadline  is  June 
4,  1996. 

CHINESE  AMERICAN  WOMEN 
ORAL  HISTORY  PROJECT 

Radcliffe  College's  Schlesinger 
Library  seeks  to  interview  Chinese 
American  women  who  arrived  in  New 
England  before  1965  and  are  over  30 
years  old. 

Topics  covered  in  the  interview 
include  life  in  China,  emigration  to 
and  settlement  in  America,  family 
life,  work  history;  ethnic  identity, 
assimilation  and  acculturation;  and 
continuing  ties  to  China. 

If  you  know  of  someone  who  would  make 
an  ideal  subject  for  an  oral  history 
interview,  or  if  you  would  like  to 
volunteer  to  work  on  the  project, 
contact  Ruth  Hill,  Schlesinger 
Library,  Radcliffe  College,  10  Garden 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138  (tel. 
617/495-8647)  or  Caroline  Chang,  P.O. 
Box  8064,  Boston,  MA  02114  (tel. 
617/298-0811) . 
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Chinese  Historical  Society  of  New 
England  (CHSNE)  is  a  non-profit 
organization  that  was  established 
in  1992  to  document,  preserve,  and 
promote  the  history  and  legacy  of 
Chinese  immigration  in  New 
England. 

We  are  collecting  oral  histories, 
developing  an  interactive  archive, 
restoring  Mt.  Hope  Chinese  Burial 
Grounds,  and  producing  a  Chinatown 
Street-by-Street  Exhibition. 

We  are  particularly  interested  in 
collaborating  with  other 
educational  and  cultural  entities 
to  research  and  produce  programs 
reaching  a  cross-cultural 
audience. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

BENEFITS 

#IWJ 

MEMBERSHIP  KIT  &  NEWSLETTERS 

FREE/DISCOUNT  ADMISSION  TO 
CHSNE  ACTIVITIES  &  PROGRAMS 

DISCOUNT  ON  CHSNE 
PUBLICATIONS,  AND  PRODUCTS 

INVITATIONS  TO  CHSNE  ANNUAL 
SPECIAL  EVENT 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES 

m 

VOTING  MEMBERS 

$25  REGULAR  —JUS 
$35  DOUBLE  MA  C|S]^4h) 
$10  SENIOR  (60+)  ft#(60iAt) 
$10  STUDENT 
$500  LIFE 

NON-VOTING  MEMBERS 

$100  COMMUNITY  ORGANIZATION 

neats 

$500  PATRON/CORPORATION 

WSiASfi-wifT^ 


Name$£ig| 
Address  i&ljl 
City  rfr 


State  flj  Zip  Code  jp&EM 

Phone  miS  (D/0) _ 

(E/£)  _ 

[  ]  New  [  ]  Renewal  jjf  80  [  ]  Gift*  MSt 

I  cannot  become  a  CHSNE  member  now,  but 

Dc  0  #  a ,  <aj£ 

[  ]  I  want  to  know  more  about  the  CHSNE 
[  ]  I  want  to  make  a  donation 

[  ]  I  want  to  make  a  donation  in  memory  of  *  UliDcfest 

Name*  - 

Address* 


I  am  interested  in  (please  circle) 

Field  Trip  Exhibition  M'gt 

Research  W3Z  Guest  Presentation 

[  ] 

VOTING  MEMBERS 

[  ]  $25  Regular  -&#* 

(  j  $35  Double  (same  address)  |fA#M(lR]ttey:) 

[  ]  $10  Senior  (60+)  iMMHKBOSU:) 

[  ]  $10  Student  (Full-time) 

[  ]  $500  Life 

NON-VOTING  MEMBERS 

[  ]  $100  Community  Organization  ififfiHIB 
[  j  $500  Patron/Corporation  KB&A/^WJTTffit 

Membership  #J|  $  _ 1 _ 

Additional  Contribution  ffik  $  _ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $  _ 


Date  0$) 


Does  your  company  have  a  matching 
gift  program?  If  you  don’t  know, 
please  fill  in  the  name  of  the  company 
here 


and  we  will  find  out 

Thank  you  for  your  support 

Please  make  your  check  payable  to: 

Chinese  Historical 
Society  of  New  England 

2  BOYLSTON  STREET  #210 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


The  CHSNE  Is  a  non-profit 
oganlzation.  All  contnbutions 
are  tax  deducti  ble  to  the  extent 
permitted  by  law 
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Visit  our  Home  Page 
on  the  Internet 

http://yerkes.mit.edU// 
Chinatown/welcome,  html 


HINATOWN 
HERITAGE  WALK 


Summer  Office  Hours 

Fridays  1-5  pm 

Group  Visits 

Call  for  Appointments 
617-338-4339 

CHSNE  is  conveniently 
located  at  2  Boylston  Street 
Boston 

next  to  the  Chinatown  Stop 
on  the  Orange  Line 


The  90-minute  walking  tour  takes 
you  inside  and  behind  the  sights, 
sounds,  and  aroma  of  the  only 
Chinatown  in  New  England.  It 
brings  you  up  close  to  a  unique, 
historical  immigrant  neighborhood 
on  the  old  South  Cove  dating  from 
1875. 

Each  tour  group  will  be  limited  to 
no  more  than  15  persons.  Tours 
may  also  be  customized  for 
specific  themes  and/or  audience. 
For  more  information,  contact  the 
CHSNE  office. 


'  &##&£££  ’  °  ISAflS, 


Chinese  Historical 
Society  of  New  England 
2  Boylston  Street,  #210 
Boston,  MA  02116 
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